


How he came to join the
BSAP
by 3385

It took place in the early 19305 with
South Africa in the throes of the world
depression. For weeks, a young man had
desperately pounded Joburg's streets unsuc-
cessfully  looking for work, nobody re-
motely interested in an unqualified but
willing and enthusiastic 20 year-old.

But on a day feeling more than usually
dejected. he arnved at a city office where he
was known and where a friendly elderly
lady clerk offered a much needed cup of tea
whilst introducing him to another voung
man who happened to be there.

“Meet Mr Evans,” she said as the two
shook hands, “who is off to join the Rhode-
sian Mounted Police”.

“Yes,” Mr Evans replied. “T've signed
on for three vears at £12.10 a month with
free quarters and medical and five months
leave on pay every three year’s service.”

This sounded like a lairy tale too good
o be true and our voung man requesied
maore information.

“Well, one must be a British subject
with reasonable education, of good health
and of a certain minimum height. 1 believe
it counts in vour favour if you are a good
horseman and can use a rifle. But as 1 can’
ride, I'vie been accepted for the Town Police
foot branch.”

Later, once again back in the streets, the
young man thought, “Even if I've never
known a policeman. why can’t | have a
bash at being one now’” Why not indeed.
He later found the address of Southern
Rhodesia’s British South Africa Police and
promptly wrote for an application form
which he duly received and completed after
which no less than seven full months of is
most frustrating life followed with endless
more form-filling, local medical examina-
tions, interviews with South African Police
to establish good character, suitability, ref-
erences and so forth,

Anyway, at the conclusion of the seven
month wait, he found himself at the Head-
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quarters of the British South Africa Folice
in Montagn Avenue, Salisbury, being inter-
viewed by the Stafl Officer, Lisut, A.S.
Hickman and later to undergo a very thor-
ough medical by the GMO Surgeon Captain
R.H. Morris. He finally attested in front of
the Depot Commandant Captain Parr on
17th May 1934 having successfully negoti-
ated for the first time in his life, all the
hurdles of official red tape. Or was it?

“18857 18897 18967 18977
or 18987 ™

John TURK 4809 was interested to read
the wviews of Doug GRIERSON; Bill
MEALE and Hugh PHILLIPS with regard
to the date of our Centenary. The Order
mentioned by Bill NEALE is fully de-
scribed on page 181 of Gibbs® First Line O
Defence. Though made in 1896, it was not
promulgated until 1897, so if they are quick
they can fit in yet another celebration. John
is reminded of the Coronation when therc
was much talk about escorts precedence and
the like, It was accepted that the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police were, unfortu-
nately. senior 1o us having been formed in
1873, BUT if you take the current arguinent
logically, they only became the RCMP in
1920, having taken their precedence from
the Morth West Mounted Pelice. John
doubts that LiCol. DAS. Pennyiather,
Commandant General of the Royal Marines
would be amused to learn that “The Royals™
had got it all wrong and that his regiment’s
celebrations were not due until 2055! Here
in the UK many Regiments have recently
been amalgamated but they take with them
their own histery. John's own Regiment is a
case in point. It is now known as the
Princess of Wales Roval Regiment, since
amalgamation with the Hampshire's in
1992 However “The Queens” as they arc
still known, locally, po back with eleven
changes of name (o the Tangier Regiment
of 1661 and are second in precedence only
to the Royal Scots as Infantry, The evidence
for 1889 is stacking up! BUT Crawford, on
page 21 of Blue and Old Gold suggests that




our roots go back to the Bechuanaland

order Police, or even the Bechuanaland
Field Force of 1885. John will leave that
research o his comrade 4735 Clff ROG-
ERS 10 “delve and report”. In lighter vein
John concludes that he was watching “The
Queens” parade one morming in Guldford
High Strect. He overheard a member of the
crowd say, “It's some Welsh Regiment
beating the retreat”, Beating a retreat at 11
m the morning is bad enough but for our
300-year old County Regiment being re-
ferred 1o as Welsh was Just too much. (John
says “1 am greatly indebted 1o SPR 35336
Bernard TERRY for the loan of his wonder-
ful book, A companion to the British Army
1660 - 1983 by David Ascoli Harrap from
which the tables of precedence gave me the
1dea for this short note”) The above article
15 meant as Food For Thought, Please
correspond amongst yourselves and not
Via the Outpost who support 1889 and
Fest ity case,

Dick HAMLEY 5567 of Western Aus-
tralia researched this matter as well and
look the trouble to send in photocopies of
extracts from books and records, It scems
that everyone agrees on the facts ie. the
title “The British South Africa Police” came
Into being following “His Excellency of the
High Commissioner's Notice No 18 of
1897 which was eventually adopted and
dpproved in the equivalent of Force orders
dated 22nd August 1898, What is not
agreed is the interpretation of these facts in
relation to our predecessors!
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Peter Keyes in Japan found this amusing
item ad E-mailed it to us.

DO YOU SPEAK EURO?

The European Union commissioncrs
have announced that agreement has been
reached to adopt English as the preferred
language for Ewropean communications,
rather than German, which was the other
possibility. As part of the negotiations, Her
Majesty's Government conceded that Eng-
lish spelling had some room for improve-
ment and has accepted a five-year phased
plan for what will be known as EuroEnglish
(Euro for short)

In the first vear, “s” will be used instead
of the soft “c”

Scriainly, sivil servants will reseive this
news with joy,

Also, the hard “c” will be replaced with
“k”. Not only will this klear up konfusion,
but typewriters kan have one less letier,

There will be growing publik enthusi-
asm in the sckond year, when the trouble-
some “ph” will be replaced by “[. This will
make words like “fotograf” 20 per sent
shorter.

In the third year, publik akseplanse of
the new spelling kan be expekted to reach
the stage where more komplikated changes
arc possible. Governments will enkourage
the removal of double letters, which have
always ben a deterent to akurate speling.
Also, al wil agre that the horrible mes of
silent “e's” in the languag is disgrasful, and
they would go.

By the fourth year, peopl wil be reseptiv
to steps such as replasing “th” by “2° and
“w" by .

During ze fifz year, ze unesesary “o”
kan be dropd from vords kontaining “ou”,
and similar changes vud of kors be aplid 1o
ozer kombinations of leters

Afler zis fifz vear, ve vil hav a reli
sensibl riten styl. Zer vil be no mor trubls or
difikultis and evovun vil find ot czi
understand ech ozer,

Ze drem vil finali kum tm,
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VISITS

Stuar! Edwards reports on his recemt
visit to SA,

We arrived at Cape Town airport on
I6th May on a glorious day having flown
over the ever-expanding shanty town on
what T knew as the Cape Flats. The shanties
now extend, on the Cape Town side, right
up 1o the Railway line where they abut the
start of the old coloured area

The reason for our trip was primarily 1o
visil friends and relatives. We were also 1o
attend the wedding of Allison and Mark in
Durban. Allison being the daughter of Gra-
ham Barr who, on the 19 July, was tragi-
cally murdered by intruders a1 his home in
Durban North,

We loved the Cape which never seems
to change and were spoilt rotien by rela-
tives. Braais comprised of cravfish, kali-
mari, steak - and 1 mean real steak, lamb
chops and of course boerewors

Other than a fecting visit 1o the new
waterfront area, where we bumped into
Roger Macariney who has put on a few
pounds and who is running a tour company,
we spent no time in Cape Town itself. We
did, however, travel to Stellenbosch and
along the False Bay coast to Betty's Bay
where we visited more relatives and then on
1o Onrust and Hermanus. Weather was
typical Cape, blowing most of the time!,

We spent a very enjoyable evening with
Des and Pru Ferreira in Somerset West. He
is the Estate Manager at Engleficld Estates,
one of these new golf clubiresidential com-
plexes. The cheapest house is apparently
Rlm and the most expensive R3m.

A weck later saw us motoring up the
Garden route where we stopped off at
Knysng (more relatives) and then East
London. What struck me most about the
landscape, other than the magnificent
mountain scenery, was the amount of land
that is being cultivated. Almost every
square inch scems to have been put under
the plough.

In East London we stopped off at Rob
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and Jean Anderson’s lovely home in Gonu-
bie. )

The following day we drove through the
Transkei where for mile upon mile, copper
cables have been stripped from telephone
poles and where strennous efforts are being
made by the new SA povernment to repair
the roads. Fallure to maintain fences along
the Mational road results in cattle and horses
grazing along the verges, I would cerainly
not advise traveling through this arca in the
dark.

The following dav afier a night stop
over in Umitentweni, we drove on to Durban
where we initially stayed with Dave and
Maddy Lynn in Klool. Their home aver-
looks the kloof which on a previous visit
Dave and | explored early one morning. My
fondest memory s sitting with our feet
overhanging the edge dnnking steaming
coffec.

We then went on to Graham and Colleen
Barr’s home in Durban North, They had a
house full of English pucsts. friends of the
bridegroom. In their usual competent fash-
wen they coped very well ensuring every-
body was comfortable and well-fed. The
wedding was a fantastic success at which no
expense was spared by the proud parents. |
was also pleased to see Bill and Merle
LINDFIELD who had flown down from
Zimbabwe to attend.

The following day and almost two
weeks afier arriving, we flew out 1o return
home. We both loved the country and were
impressed by the high standard of living
enjoyed by everyone we came into contact
with. It has left me feeling quite home sick,
but now also very saddened by the tragic
death of my old mucker, Graham, Sadly the
country is badly cffected by crime and
unless the Government takes early and
positive action 10 reverse what s rapidly
becoming an intolerable situation, more and
more people will leave,

Tony ANDREW 3799 had a Spring run
around the Cape and Natal, during which
time he met with 3708 Bill and Kay
CRABTREE and 7612 Jerry and Bev
RICKSON in Natal and 5411/6116 Rusty




and Gill BYE in Pietermaritzberg whose
r‘iml homestead overlooks the Mgeni River
Valley. In Somerset West several 47 crick-
E1s got together when Tony met with 3908
Dicky and Jenny DICKENSON and visitors
from the UK, 3924 Howard and Margaret
JIONES. In Knysna Tony mel Shaun Butler
whose maternal Great Grandfather, C K
E:fild]l.‘j.' wis a member of the 1809 Pioneer
Column. He farmed at Penhalongawhere he
Pegged and worked the original claims of
the Penhalonga Mine. He sold this for a
wiagon and span of Oxen with which he
returned to the Transvaal. The mine of
course later became a rich gold producer!!
Brian WILLIAMS 5103 read the Winter
Edition on the plane to Hong Kong, en
Toule to Australia to spend time with their
wo daughters. Four days in Hong Kong
cluded a Turbo Cat Ferry trip to Macao
Then on 10 Sydney for two months! The
relurn trip via Hawaii then Los Angeles
back to London in the Fog. Brian makes no
comments on seeing former members{ 7} but
since his return they have moved house
(See Changes of Address ) and been busy

renovating it. Although unable to attend the
AGM, Brian hopes to meet with friends at
the Annual Dinner.

TRAVEL IN THE UK

Are you visiting the UK? 1f vou are an
old age pensioner m the UK you can wrile
1o DSS at Newcastle and get the payments
increased during the period of your holi-
day! Even though not an OAP, if you are
over 60 yvears old you can obtain a Senior
Citizen's Railcard (upon proof) for the
sum of £16,00. This will entitle you to
about 1/3rd off any rail fares over a period
of a year. This card will also assist in
reduced bus fares, with most of the bus
company’'s which are now privatised. Fi-
nally, you can buy Rail Rover Tickets for
7 days - £250 or 14 days - £410 which
will allow unlimited rail travel within the
UK. Note your OAP card will reduce
these to £165 and £270 respectively!

GATHERINGS
NORTHWEST- report from Allen Day
On a warm sunny day in June, 11

members gathered at The New Inn, Galgate.
Dorothy Walker (7022) and her son Craig,
attended and they are now well-settled at
their new home in Grasmere and are prepar-
ing for a holiday in Canada soon, Our
secretary and his wife, Mike and Jan Leach,
made the long trek across the Pennines to be
with us, collecting Sandy 4327 and Rona
Johnston on the way. Our next gathering is
on 13th September and our hostess, Mrs
Sue Akram has promised an interesting
lamb curry - something to really tickle the
taste buds, so come with a good appetite.
Those attending were: 4041 Allen Day,
4327 A. Johnston & Rona, 4572 CM.
Mercer, 4585 C. Raitt, 4933 R. Wilson,
5479 M. Leach & Jan, (7022) Dorothy
Walker & Craig, 7152 Kevin Broad.

LONDON

Those seen recently at Trenchard House,
Broadwick Street, London include;

April: Peter Phillips, Clifl’ Rogers, Jack
Brown, Nighan Darleston, Rob Wishart and
Ralph MacLeod.

May: Brian Gibbs, Tim Weimer, ChIff
Rogers, Jack Brown, Jim Cave and Peter
Phillips.

June: Mike Plant, Peter Phillips. Jim
Cave, Cliff Rogers, Brian Gibbs, Ralph
MacLeod and John Balchin,

July: Peter Phillips, Tim Weimer, Chil
Rogers, Alan Rich (from Harare) Frank
Hart 4544, Stuart Rodda, Jim Cave, Peter
Short. Julian Hincks and Ed lons (from
Capetown).

August: Jim Hazlent, Barray Rae, Mike
& Roxanne Horner with niece Lisa Kane,
Mageie Wallis, John Armot, Stuan & Jill
Rodda, John Balchin, Brian Gibbs and Mike
Plant.

If your name does not appear in these
lists it means yvou were not there and ol
would be mice to see you. The beer is
reasonably priced, the ambiance is great and
the conversation always interesting. So
PLEASE. make an effort to attend. Every
First Tuesday from about 5.30 pm.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

John ANDREWS 6156: P.O. Box 91,
Juliasdale, Zimbabwe,

Andy G. BASSETT 2184; “Beech Bun-
galow™ Easthampstead Park School, Ring-
mead, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 8FS, Tel:
(H) 01344 867902

Charles BENNETT 111697: 71 Drum-
leagh Road North, Newtown Stewart, Co.
Tyrone. Northern Treland BT78 4HL

R, BOOTH 5219: “Sweet Sensations”,
52 Man Street. Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria
LAG 2ZAJ. Tel: 011524 272585,

Jim BRUCE 7213: 30 Tebourba Drive,
Alversioke, Gosport, Hants PO12 2NT. Tel:
(1705 503592

Antony Howard Victor CHURCH 6351
PO, Box 24181, Nairobi, KENYA. Tel:
(254 2) B91168

PRM. COX 4413; 78 Forest Street,
Aylmer, Ontario, Canada N5H 1A7. Tel:
(319) 773 3630

Mike CUNDY 8457 | The Maltings,
The Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk
IP13 8DZ

Mrs Kathleen DAWKINGS: 30 Baron
Mill Court, The Vesters, Canterbury, Kent
CT2 71Z

Brian GIBBS 6050: 54 Penn Way,
Letchworth, Hents, SGo 25H. Tel: (H) &
(0) 01462 484508,

Mike HORNER 6125: Flat 24A, Gros-
venor Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN
ZAR Tel: (H) 01892 533 494

Terry LOOKER 4981: RR#2. 7820 Dur-
ham Road, Usbridge, Ontario, Canada. L9P
1B2. Tel: (H) (903) 852 06431,

AW, PALMER W/p 1100 93 New
Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP2() 2NY.

D.H. QUINEY 7169; The Golden Lion,
Tudor Street, Coed Poeth, Wrexham, Clwyd
LL1 3RP, Wales. Tel: 11978 755856

Vera RENHOUF Wip 22: No.l015
Beckley Manor, 548, Dallas Road, Victoria,
British Columbia VEV 183 Canada.

Chris TAYLOE 11319; 52 Nightingale
Crescent, West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6PD.
Tel: (Hy 01483 285409
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Dorothy WALKER (7022 now at Sil-
ver Lea”™ Easedale Road. Grassmere, Cum-
brisi. Tel; 01539 435657

1B, WILLIAMS 5103 13 Lydstep
Road, Lundy Park. Barry, South Glamargan
CFo2 YEA. Tel: (H) 01446 740080

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new mem-
bers to our Branch w.el 16/5/97

Leo Peter HARRISON 4690: 27 Todd
Avenue, COMO 6152, Western Australia,
Tel (09) 367 7623,

Julian HINCES 7298: “Hillside”™ The

Hill, Langport, Somerset, TA10 90QB. Tel:
(1458 2504953

DM. MARTIN Wit 204642: 43 Ach
Lane, Wells, Somerset BAS 2LW. Tel:
01749 672208 (Daughter of Syd and sister
of Rob Bristow)

Mrs. JL.M. McCALL W/p 950340: P.O.
Box 9795 Edenglen 1613, Republic of
South Africa,

Stwant Arthur RODDA 5322 "The
Leys” Ducks Hall Lane, Cavendish, Suf-
folk, COL0 BAL. Tel (01787) 280388

Peter Maples STANDALOFT 7305 4
Galvin Court, Leeming 6149, Western Aus-
tralia. Tel: {0y 332 4747

5953 Mhchael Halley NATHAN: 34
Osborn Road. Normanhurst 2076, NSW,
Australia. Tel (612) 4873870

PLEASE SUPPORT ALL
OUR FUNCTIONS. DO
NOT FORGET THE
REGIMENTAL DINNER
ON THE 26TH
SEPTEMBER




News from Cyberspace

Peter Keyes 7419 in Japan sent this
Messape to our Chairman from a boiling hot
Tokyo, £
. A couple of months back I mentioned
4 woman in South Africa enquiring abou
My namesake, Willy keys (who was a squad
maie) and his brother Kelly. Anyway |
started making inquiries in the direction of
OZ where a “Willie Sighting” was believed
10 have taken place some years before. |
ilsg added another name to the list, Freddy
C:!H—Thﬁrnupsnn. a squad mate that 1 be-
licved 10 be lurking somewhere i the
outhack of Oz. At first | had no success, but
then I contacted Doug Stanyon whose name
fairly recently appeared on the Regimental
Hﬂll_iL'pilgu Within a couple of days he
replied with contact phone numbers for all
three! The last person on the list, Freddy
:-—arr"Tf!ﬂIllpSDIL he met on the phone
through business for the first time ever Just

fore receiving my enquiry,! 1 haven't
Mmanaged to contact the lads yet 1 tel-
ephoned Doug Stanyon and we had a chat,
He was born in Bulawayo and joined the
BSAP as a cadet in 1962, but most of his
service was not in Matabeleland. 1 note
from his fax that his company is AMSEC,
Global Security and Investigative Solutions.
Anyway we agreed to stay in contact and
meet for a few beers next time | pass
through Brisbane, which is quite likely as I
like Queensland and visit from time 1o time.

As to the lady in South Africa, I advised
her of the missing persons whercabouts,
mformed her that BSAP services do not
come cheap and that it would cost her one
Lion lager the next time 1 visit there.

An E-mail from Dave Morley 10512
PIO inWagpa Wagga says, “Following re-
cent discussions between mysell, ex-5/0
Bill Singleton and ex-NSPO Greg Aplin, it
has been decided to hold a rcunion of
EX-BSAP members at Wagea Wagga, New
South Wales, over the weekend of 1st and
Ind Movember (BSAP Regimental Day is
3rd November. ) The plan would be @ march
down the main street at midday on Saturday

with pipes and dmums, followed by a
wreath-laving ceremony at the cenotaph.
There would be a mixed dinner that night,
possibly with a guest speaker. The [ollow-
ing morning there would be a church parade
at the Kapooka Military Camp, held by an
Army Chaplainwho served in South Vietm-
nam. We are open to suggestions or ideas if
this plan is nol satisfactory. Wagpea Wagea
is halfway between Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide. Please advise soonest of your
interest in this concept.”

Andy Dougall received o missive form
John McCarter 7439 telling him that he is
now working and living in the Kruger
National Park as the manager of one of the
Rest Camps. He's met wp with Denms
Draper (ex-Salisbury). Ken Maggs who also
works there runningthe Anti-Poaching Unit
and Dave Owens in Port Shepstone. He
ends his message with “May the Force be
with vou!™.

Kecp the Emails coming, they're great!

FOR THE BEST VALUE

DIRECT HOLIDAY
FLIGHTS AND TOURS

AT
GOLF AFRICA (UK)

Tel: 0181 467 5755
Fax: 0181 467 8960
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BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA POLICE
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION BRANCHES

NORTH AMERICA
Will Cornell

1834 E Bassen Way
Anaheim

California
G2E05-3T10, USA
TEL: 714 956 4655

BULAWAYO
Ray Herran

7 Essex Road
Hillside
Bulawayo
Zimbabwe
TEL:

CENTRAL

Fen Stanford-Smith
P D Box U.'*H.'J‘
Union Avenue
Harare

Zimbabwe

TEL: 884642

EASTERN CAFE
Doreen Nowell

P O Box 27648
Green Acres )
Port Elizabeth 6037
RSA

TEL:(041) 324170

NEW ZEALAND
John Crisp

45 Dale Crescent
Pakuranga
Auckland 1706
New Zealand

TEL: {09y 576 2091

MASVINGO
Dave Riley
P O Box 846
Masvingo
Zimbabwe
TEL:

WESTERN CAPE
Wendy Mever

121 Myburgh Road
Diep River

Cape

RSA

TEL: 021 683 1020

MANICALAND
Meville Bremt

MNATAL

Rob Bristow

P O Box 10326
Manne Parade
Matal 4056
RSA

TEL:
TRANSVAAL
Dick Glanville
P O Box 8359 P O Box 880
Johannesburg 2000 Mutare

RSaA Zimbabwe
TEL: 11 447 2793 TEL:

HARARE

Alan Rich

27 Guest Avenue
Alexandra Park
Harare
Zimbabwe

TEL: (4) 744672
BORDER

Rob Anderson
Box 7564

East London
RSA

TEL:
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