

















tle needed for his marnage to his be-
loved Kanyadzi. Her father had agreed
and all that was needed now was for
his ‘munyai’ (agent) to deliver the bal-
ance of £15.

Ndawana had worked hard to save this
money. Now, waking to a cool fine
morning he went to his hut, removed
the flat stone which concealed a small
cavity 1n the floor and took out the tin
in which he kept the money. In horror
he saw that all his money had gone.

e ran to his kraalhead, Mururami, and
told him the sad story. Mururmmi was
shocked at the news and carefully
questioned Ndawana. He concluded
that there was a strong probability that
someone living or staying in the kraal
might be the culprit. It was unlikely
that outsiders would know about the
money and certainly most unlikely that
they would know where it was hidden.

Murumani sent for Fungirai, an old
man noted for his skill and cleverness
Fungirai told Murumani to call all the
men to the dare. This done he then
brought a goat and tethered 1t to a pole
inside an empty hut. Lining up the
men, he told each one to enter the hut
in turp, close the door so that it was
almost dark, place his right hand firmly
on the back of the goat, being careful
not to hurt or startle it, and retum to his
place in the line. The goat, he said. was

very clever and would know the thief

when he placed his hand on its back. It
would then bleat twice but would make
no sound when touched by those who
were innocent

All the men entered the hut one by one,

came out again and took their places in
the line. No sign or bleat came from
the goat

Fungirai then told each man to hold out
his hands palm upwards, He went
down the line slowly and, being short-
sighted, looked closely at ecach man’s
hands. After examining them all he
stood silently looking up at the sky.
Suddenly he stepped forward and put
his hand on the shoulder of one,
Mukonzo, saying, "This 1s the man
who has stolen the money.”

Mukonzo tried to flee but was immedi-
ately seized and, with hitle delay, con-
fessed to the crime. He then led
SMurumani, Ndawana and the others o
the money he had Wmdden.

he people were amazed at the skill so
dramancally demonstrated. Fungirai, of’
course, was a cunning old man. What
he had done was to smear the poat’s
back with some pungent matter which
smelt sufficiently like the smell of the
goat not 1o be readily noticed by any-
one going into the hut, but recognisable
by Fungirai. Taking advantage of his
short-sightedness he was able to peer
closely at the hands held out for his
inspection, enabling him to smell them
to establish which of them had placed
their hands on the goat's back. He said
to himself that surely the thief would
be afraid to touch the goat’s back be-
lieving it would bleat and give him
away. Therefore the one man whose
hand did not smell would be the thief.

And so it was”




Outpost Collectors

Allen Lucas (tel 01386 841800) offers
the following Outposis to readers
whe phone fim before June sends
them to the tip. 1970: Julyv, August,
Seprember. 1971 Jane, July, Awgus,
November and December, 972
Jamwary amd February. Also on offer
are the programmes for the Mownted
Sparts ard Displavs F970 and 1971

Our Neal at Ninety

Writing in the Moor Park Newsletter, vet-
eran actor, wrter, producer and radio pre-
senter — and Honourary Life Member of
our branch — 3004 Neal Arden recounts
some recollections of his golfing days
Here is an extract

“Huoles in one at my level are not too
frequent,” he writes, “7but . Playing the
13" on the West | topped my drive into the
bunker on the right. Such was its top spin
that it rushed through the bunker, struck the
wall on the nght and then bounced straight
into the hole. My opponent watched in
horror and eried, “Good God, the little
bugger’s in " ['ve never found out if he
was referring to me or the ball !

Some of you may remember the time when

Tony Jacklin, then at the top of his powers,
decided to attempt a hole in one "on
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Jriend

Jamimed,

purpose’ He chose the same hole - the 13%
on the West. | don’t remember just how
many balls he struck but after about a
hundred or so, he gave the hole best

Perhaps he was aiming a1 the hole. That's a
mistake "

TRAFFIC BRANCH
PLEASE NOTE

Thanks to Don Russell for sharing this
with us -

The RAF s definitely the motorist's
Mess chat currenily centres on
an mcident in which a pair of police-
men manning a speed trap in the
Grampian Region of Scotland pointed
thetr radar gun at a Range Rover
speeding over the crest of a il o
their surprise the speed-reading rock-
cledd 1o 366 mph, Then the mstrument
A second later, two fow

Hying RAF Tornado aircrafi screamed

aver the crest, What the bovs i blue
didd pot knoow 15 thai they miight been
blown to smithercens.  When their
speed mun locked onto the aircrafi, t
cackpit computers detected it and sent
ol jamming signals.  Fach also
armed and targeted an anti-radar
Had the Tarnado not been
o exercise, the compters wonld have
let fly without even asking the pilot

missile.

first,




A WEEKEND IN SCOTLAND

By 4933 Rod Wilson

It was 4572 Joe Mercer, you
know. the one who has been with more
Police Forces than have chased Ronnie
Biggs, who supgested a trip to Perth to
join the Palestine Police in thewr guar-
terly gathering.

This was taken up by John
Rowley, who at 74 has just taken a
written exam in Arabic, and only
served in Palestine, and 4556 John
Hawley who was here on hohday from
S. Africa, ex Palestine, B.S.A.P. and
Kenya, and myself.

We all met up with Joe just off the
M6 Motorway so that Joe could guide
us to his residence, a beautiful little
cottage deep in Cumbria, and that was
where the fun began, Firstly trying to
find that cottage 1s like looking for a
hut in the Sabi Valley! You drive down
single track roads without many sign-
posts and | doubt the bimonthly Patrol
Troop calls in very often The cottage 15
called Bluebell Cottage, and Joe was
heavily criticised, as there was not a
Bluebell in sight.

We then went on to John Rowley's
daughters house m Cark, about 3 mules
away where we stayed the night after
an excellent meal in the local Pub.

It was suggested that we leave at

Ham on the Sunday morning for Perth
as it was a lunch time sit~-down meal.
This of course brought moans and
groans and suggestions of Stable
Parade, but we eventually left at
6. 30am. Arriving in Perth at 9.30am of
course the rooms were not ready, but
the management supplied us with tea
and biscuits to while away the waiting
hours. (Joe doesn't like to be late),

During the Saturday cvening and
during our trip to Perth, much talk of
days gone by and recalling mcidents
both good and bad passed away the
time.

The meeting consisted of Palestine
Police, Kenya Police, Hong Kong
Police. Northern Rhodesia and our-
selves from B.S A P. This has been the
format for some time now as the num-
bers are dwindling with the passage of
time. It is 52 years since the PP was
disbanded, and the organiser was an 85
years young. There were approxi-
mately 100 people present

A more than adequate meal was
served followed by a raffle with about
16 prizes, of which about 14 were a
bottle of whisky, much mingling and
renewing of old friendships followed
until everyone went home about
5 30pm.

We occupied the evening by
watching the TV programme on Zim-
babwe featuring "You can’t move me
Mugabe”. It was interesting to sce Pe-
ter Hain M.P. who has done a U tum
and now is not best of friends with
Mugabe (we told him in the seventies
that he was wrong).
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Monday brought us the return trip
South that became a most amusing
Journey, a hittie like that film “The Odd
Couple” where two old timers, once
partners, got together after 20 yvears and
did nothing but argue. Our arguments
were about the best way to go, should
we turn left at this one or the next one.
and where best to get a Harry Lauder
type walking stick for John Hawley
who collects them, We tried Gretna
Green and Perth without result when
John Rowley said we would get one in
Kendal. Joe Mercer disagreed but, as
| was driving, we went to Kendal. We
failed to get one there so 1 suggested a
hoola hoop instead, of which there
were plenty, but John, who has o walk
with a stick after breaking his leg in
two places at his retirement bash in
1968, declined.

Back at Joe's Bluebell Cottage we
took our leave and 1 was to show John
the way to the M6 at Lancaster. He
said that he had just had a new engine
in his car and was sticking to 60 mph
so to take it easy. 1 did and when we
reached the M6 John overtook me and
the last 1 saw of him was heading south
to Oxford at a sedate 75 mph !

Yes, we had a great weekend and
would do 1t again, but | could never
find Bluebell Cottage on my own. |
hear that the junior troop at B.S AP,
Carlisle does not know it either al-
though it 1s down in his Patrol Diary.
{Member i/c please note!)

REUNION CENTRE

fwo raoms have been hired at the
Swallow Hotel, Peterborough on the
day af the dinner, 30" September, 1o
provide a Rewnmon Centre where mem-
hers can meer and char in a calmer
atmosphere than that which usually
prevails in the hour or so before the
dinner,

Phe Centre will feature displays o/
memorabilia: maps and photos of the
route of the Proneer Column: a featire
el netable pass-out parade at Morers
Depont: a display of PATL monentos:
and a feaiure on Fhe National Aran
Musenwm. The Force Nonnnal Boff will
he available 1o be aceessed an
caompiter, and we will be plaving vx-
fracts from Jim Hazlett's BSAD video

There will be other displays of general
inmterest and if anvone has an item
wihich they feel may he of interest to
ather members, be o uniform, a book,
documents or photograph, please bring
i along,

Fhe Centre will be open from [ lam
undid the mess call for dimner, Frowall be
a unigne attraction. enabling ux o
'lj"‘t.’Htf d few maore hours in convivial
commpraity surraunded by some fomidior
obpects, o H'.'runltf even if von can't
joan us af e dinner,

PLEASE ATTEND THE DINNER !




DINNER FOR FOUR

by

5768 Clive Evans

We were all recruits at the time
{September 1957 - March 1958} and it
must have been on a Samrday night
when we were licensed to be out alter
10.00pm. There were four of us - Peter
Cuff, John Henry, Dave Chapman
(BEP) and mvself - who decided 1o eat
in the main dining room of Meikles,
the height of elegance. When the menu
arrived, our appetites prompted us to
challenge the management for the card
did not specify "or" between dishes, so
we claimed that we were entitled 1o eat
everything listed. The august Head
Waiter presented himsell for confirma-
tion of this outrageous demand but
could not deny that we had a case!

The first of the four soups went down
well enough, followed by the other
three. Then a succession of fish. Main
courses kept coming before we went on
1o the desserts.  Our table was in the
centre of the dining room and what
with the consumption of an apparently
endless supply of wine, our party was
merry n anyone's language. It was an
evening to remember!

The axe that we expected to fall arrived
with the bill, Presented by the same
grave Head Waiter we found that the
food was with the compliments of the
Hotel!  All our wine had been paid for
by the other diners around us! Without

our knowing i, the stafl had circulated
our challenge to the Hotel and our
progress had been the centre of enter-
tainment for the whole room!

Mo doubt Meikles could have sunk us
by supplving excessively large helpings
each time, but it 15 a sign of their good
humour that they treated us so well,
Perhaps it was a sign, too, of the stand-
ing that the Force enjoyed in those
long-ago days. It is certainly some-
thing | shall never forget

QUEEN MOTHER'S
BIRTHDAY PARADE

YVes we were there! For those who
watched the 1TV coverage we came
after the Friends of the Imperial War
Museum and just in front of the Royal
British Legion. It was a very long day
starting with a walk through at 9.30am,
interrupted by a bomb alert, a dress
rehearsal at 1.30pm and the real thing
at 4.30pm. Marching in step was some-
what difficult, as we had to avoid drop-
pings from various quadrupeds includ-
ing camels, sheep and horses along the
way. Sanctuary was finally found in the
Trafalgar Bar at the Victory Club at
about 7.45pm where thirsts and sore
feet were well slaked accompanied by
the pipers of the Gurkha Regiment. It
was a privilege and an honour to be
able to represent “The Regiment™ al
this unique occasion, Evidence of our
attendance will be displayed at the din-
ner at Peterborough. Those on parade
were: Brian Gibbs, Mike Leach, Dick
Glanville, Tim Weimer, Peter Philips,
Clff Rogers, Jim Hazlett and Alan
loms. Kum a Kye!
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THE AGM

It was Friday the 19" May and 43 of
the Faithful obeyed the summons to the
Victory Services Club for the AGM.
Strangely not all found their way
unerringly to the private bar, A number
strayed into the committee room,
requiring members of that august
group, ‘The Committee’, to interrupt
proceedings to redirect the lost and
confused

Preliminary socialising at the bar
(when all eventually managed to gather
there) was transformed into the
customary pattern of the AGM, with
Chairman Brian Gibbs presenting his
annual report. He paid richly deserved
tribute to several, including

@® Our Almoner, Bill Earle

® Adrienne Gibbs for her work in
producing the Outpost, and to Mike
Coleman for distributing it

® Our enthusiastic raffle organiser
Pop Ellis

® Historian Cliff Rogers

® Producers of the BSAP Video Jim
Hazlett and Peter Butler

® The financial gurus, Dan Hughes
and Peter Phillips, and

® Mike Leach, our tireless Hon Sec

In the course of proceedings members
were encouraged to financially support
the Trust, upon which demands are
likely to increase in view of the rising
average age of our membership. And
also to physically support the Branch
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when we join with our Rhodesian
Army colleagues in the Remembrance
Day service at the ‘Rhodesia Plot' at Si
Margaret’s church, Westminster.

Al election time we were all relieved
that Brian Gibbs and Peter Phillips
offered themselves for re-election:
these offers were, needless to say,
accepted promptly without the slightest
quibble. John Martin’s ¢lection 1o the
Committee to replace Mike Plant was
equally rapid and smooth.

In a poignant moment Maureen Paine
eloquently expressed her appreciation
for the kind and sympathetic assistance
afforded to her through the Association
on the occasion of the death of her
husband 4382 Jim Paine in July last
year

It may interest those who were not
there to know that those who were
included 4158 Tim Weimer, 4180
Rick May, 4278 John Balchin, 4332
Peter Short, 4567 Jack Bond, 4730
Dave Hallward, 4735 CIiff Rogers,
4797 Bob Pagett, 4819 Brian Lay,
4857 Mike Wiltshire, 4882 Peter
Dancer, 4995 Derek Jones, 5075 Dick
Ray, 5143 Johnny Vye, 5248 Alan
Lane, 5322 Stuart Rodda, 5348 Peter
Lane, 5414 David Phillips, 5468 Dave
Adshead, 5479 Mike Leach, 5607
Harry Davies, 5822 John Martin,
5907 Pete Wilson, 6050 Brian Gibbs,
6130 Randy Symmons, 6308 Dan
Hughes, 6432 Chris Roberts, 6609
Hywel Parry-Jones, 6629 George
Glibbery, 6630 Jim Hazlett, 6632
Gerry Paxton, 6737 Mike Coleman,
G895 Ken Stewart, 6990 Martin Gee,




7125 Pop Ellis. 7327 Mike Plant,
7391 Alan Toms, 8008 Peter Butler,
WER0 Shelagh Phillips ince Berry )
Mauvreen Pame (widow of 4382 Jim
Paine), from Bulawayo Jill Parry
iwidow of 4439 Bob Parry ), Assocnte
Adrienne Gibbs, and Associte Sylvia
Wainwright

A further 37 conscientious members
sent their apologies. The “elder
statesmen” of this group mcladed 3004
Neal Arden. 3799 Tony Andrew. 3848
Eric Collier, 3989 Ken Walker, and
4152 Ken Sherrard-Smith.

NEED A BREAKR?

0310 Barry Marsden realises that
some members might like a break
and even some fishing  Living near
Blackburn he has lishing rights on
the River Hibble with an abundance
af fish. and the surrounding walks
when the sun is shiming are
pnrvalled A weekend or mid-week
break are on offer Comact Barry and
Yal at 01254 813306

=

Fhanks 1o Stan Forreest for iy phaoto of the Tady who was o become onr
Hemarary ¢ ommissioner, wakear ar e Cemeal Africa Trade Fare, Bulawaya, v
1953 Ntam s fowerth from rivhe Whe can manre the others ?
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ROLL OF HONOUR

We have learnt of the death of 5311 Alexander John Treherne "Alex"
Perigo which occured on 18th March 2000, Alex served for five years
between

December 1954 and December 1959 and was 64 vears old at the time of his
passig. A member of the UK Branch, he was on a skiing holiday i France
when he collapsed and died almost instantly.

Transvaal advised that P/r 13922 Trevor Rhodes aged 69, passed away on
17 March 2000, He was a proud and loyal member of the BSAP Reserve
Deeply moumed by his wife Rita and family

We are sad to report the death of 4197 Felix Guy Robson who passed away
i Ashford, kent on 24" June, 1999 Felix only served for a short time in
1947 having attested as a Trooper on 24" January. taking his discharge by
purchase on 30" July the same year. 11l health prevented him from any
practical support of the Branch but he remained a member for over 20 vears

We have heard from Zimbabwe of the death of*3422 Lance Bales Smith
who died at Karoi on 4th May, 2000, Lance served from september 1934 (o
September 1946 when took gratunty with rank of Sergeant. 3385
L.L.Lumholtz writes, "Lance and | served together in Gwelo District under
Captain Harry Bugler. This was when Lance met his wife Jessica who was
a nurse at Gwelo Hospital ™ He poes on to tell us that they married soon after
Lance’s promotion to sergeant. He took his discharge when he was Member
in Charge Banket and became known and respected as a farmer. In due
course he entered politics. becoming a close friend of lan Smith. He was
appointed Minister of Agriculture, and was a signatory to DI, On a
different level he was a great family man, and was loved and respected Iy all
who knew him.

C/lnsp. 4887 Richard (Dick) De Carteret Marett who served 24 03 1952
to 31031972, died 11™ May, 2000, Pe is fondly remembered and will he
missed by his many pals

5038 David Sylvester Stubberfield passed away at Lincoln Hospital on 2ol
\prl 2000, Dave did his three with us between February 1957 and 1960




After leaving the BSAP he went to Australia. On returning to the UK he
joined the RAF and saw service i Aden.  He retired after 16 years service
with the rank of Flight Licutenant and at the time of his death he was the
landlord of the Red Lion at Sturton-by-Stow in Lincolnshire.  Dave was not
a member of the Association

5451 Frank Herbert Barks died in London, England on 10" May 2000,
Frank served from 4" March "56 1o 5" October “757, and on leaving us, he
joined the Metropolitan Police in London from which he was medically
retired some 20 years later.  He remained totally loyal to the Association
and supported the majority of our functions,  Sadly his health declined and
emphysema finally led to heart failure this year.

5023 Insp (T) George Gerald O'Neill on 17 Apnl 2000, following a long
fight against emphysema. For many years George was a member of Dave
Leech’s Pioneers team in Matabaleland. and will be remembered by many
for his good humour and helpfulness.

6772 / 8565 Tan Edward Langram passed away in Coventry, UK on Friday
23 June 2000 following a long illness.  He asked his brother to say on his
behalf, "Many thanks for the good old days and more recently the reminisc-
ing through the e-mails; they have given me great pleasure” We extend
deepest sympathies to his wite Mary.

We regret to report the passing of the following ex-members, and extend our
deepest sympathy to their families

8551 William Blinkensop Ogston, died in Cape Town on 26th January
2000

90311 Archie Black (NSPO), died in Perth, Western Australia on 21 Apnl
20000,

3262 George Gihson, died in Marondera on 17 March 2000,

6529 Charles Ashfield, died in Capetown on 5" April 2000.

6827 William (Bill) Coenrad Ackerman, passed away on 19" March 2000
in Johannesburg.
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