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Points to Ponder

6424 Wynne Berry

'Praising what is lost makes the remembrance dear' - profound words of William
Shakespeare. As this issue of The UK Outpost goes to press on the eve of
Remembrance Sunday we recall those of our Regiment who served in the Great
War, at home and in Murray's Column, their bravery and dete rmination; essential
ingredients in bringing peace to the world. Further conf licts saw the Force in
action and whether it be in war or in everyday life, co mpliance with the law and
keeping the peace is a key factor of our heritage; a h eritage that is important to
preserve.

Your Association is determined to preserve this heritage through 'Benevolence -
Comradeship - Remembrance'. You will read about the launch of a campaign to
increase the awareness of the Association resulting in a stronger membership.
Thus making it easier to support those in need and preserve the comradeship and
memories of one of the greatest police forces ever. We intend to promote and
support regional gatherings, while retaining the first Tu esday in London. To this
end, any comments, observations and help would be welcomed by the Committee.

The Victory Services Club (VSC) provided a first class dinner this year and we
regularly see a steady flow of overseas members joining us at the bar on the first
Tuesday. The VSC is well into its refurbishment programme and those who have
not visited for a while will see a huge change. Next  year will see the function
rooms and audio facilities being brought up to the same  standard as the rest of
the premises.

I take the opportunity to remind you all of the Christma s Sundowner on 2
December and to wish you all, on behalf of your Committe e, a peaceful and
enjoyable festive season.

6737 Mike Coleman
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Queen’s Commendation for Bravery

9129 Anthony John Trethowan  has been awarded the Queen’s Commendation for
Bravery. Tony, who is a member of the UK Branch of the Association, served from 10
January 1974 to 10 January 1981 leaving as a DSO. Notification of the award was
announced in the UK Government Civilian Gallantry List 2014 – the citation reads:

Anthony John Trethowan, Civilian
For his actions in helping to disarm a gunman in Yemen

‘On 23 June 2007, Tony Trethowan, a Health and Safety Consultant, was on duty at an
airstrip in central Yemen managing aircraft and passenger safety. In accordance with
standard operating procedure, the airfield was protected by a detachment of Yemeni
military forces and he was accompanied by a military escort. He himself was unarmed
and was there to greet an arriving aircraft.
Once the aircraft had landed small groups of personnel moved forward to greet the
passengers and to proceed with unloading. He was in one of the groups. As they moved
towards the rear door, they came under automatic gunfire fro m a position behind them.
A few people who had been standing by the front of th e plane were seen to fall down.
With no cover available Trethowan dived for the ground a s bursts of gunfire continued. It
became apparent that the source of the firing was a Yemeni soldier armed with an AK 47
assault rifle. The soldier ran forward around the front of the plane, shooting at the body
of the aircraft. A number of individuals were hit by the weapon’s fire. As the soldier came
around the back of the aircraft he began firing directly  at people, some of whom were
already wounded, firing also in Trethowan’s direction again.
As the soldier started moving again one of the military
guards shot him, hitting him in the left shoulder. As th e
gunman was starting to fall to the ground from the impact
of the shot, the security manager present quickly ran
forward and overpowered him. Trethowan ran forward to
assist and a fierce struggle ensued. He helped disarm the
gunman and restrained him until help came and the soldier
was handed over to military personnel.
During the attack Trethowan gave immediate life-saving f irst
aid to a British man who had been badly wounded. That
man later said that Trethowan had helped to save his li fe
and very likely, the lives of at least three others. Tre thowan also took a leading role in
the recovery operation, supervising and directing personnel, managing the medical
evacuation and escorting injured persons to medical facilities. One person died in the
incident and five others were badly injured.’
The Chairman, Committee and all members of the British South Africa Police Association
congratulate Tony on this award, which is most richly de served and worthy of an ex-
member of the BSAP.
Tony, when asked to commment, said, ‘One thing that I a m adamant about and have
always believed is that in ways I cannot explain I was able to call on some of my
experiences from my time in the BSAP all of 27 years later and react the way I did ,
particularly with regards to the medevac’.

Andy Trethowan

6424 Wynne Berry
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Please accept my apologies for this issue being a little late. My computer crashed
a fortnight ago at the same time as the deadline for co py, and I was unable to do
anything for two weeks. All is now well thanks to th e Chairman and RTTech.

I hope this will reach you before Remembrance Day, and may I remind those
of you attending any memorials to let me have a short no te, preferably with a few
high-definition photographs.

The Hon. Treasurer advises the Association’s
Yorkshire Bank account, sort code 05 04 66
account No: 60212291, has been closed and the
balance transferred to the Association’s Santander account, sort 09 01 53 account
No. 23394485, BSAP Regimental Association. [When making payments indicate
your name (number) and reason for the transfer.]

When I was in London prior to the Regimental Dinner, I took the opportunity to
see the Remembrance poppies at the Tower of London. They are a magnificent

sight and I urge you to visit if you
have a chance. I am pleased to
hear all  the poppies have now
been sold. I also spent a whole
day at the Imperial War Museum.
Although there are no displays or
exhibits relating to Rhodesia or the
BSAP, the newly refurbished
museum is well-worth a visit.

The QM will be immensely
pleased should you buy Christmas
gifts from him this year.
Remember, all profits from the
On-line Shop are retained by the
BSAP Association. By buying your
presents from the BSAP, you are
supporting the Association and
ultimately, yourselves.

I have departed from my usual
editorial policy and have included
a highly amusing story (to me, at
least) about velskoens, which
contains very strong language.

I apologise if this upsets any readers.
The Chairman and Committee wish you every compliment of the season, and I

wish you all a joyful Winterfest.
6609 Parry Jones

Deadline for The UK Outpost
Issue 89 Spring 2015

is 15 February

Editor’s Epistle

6424 Wynne Berry
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Payments to the BSAP Association

It is now possible to pay money into the BSAP Association accounts by three
methods. It must be noted this is for the BSAP Association only and does not include
the BSAP Trust.
1.  By cheque  made payable to BSAP Association UK,endorsing on the back your

name, Regimental number (if you have one) and the purpose for whi ch
the payment is made .

2. Electronic Fee Transfer (EFT)  to Santander Bank, Sort: 09 01 53 Account No.
23394485, Name: BSAP Regimental Association,and indicate your name
(number) and reason for the transfer .

3. Paypal  to bsapukpaypal@bsap.org andendorse your name (number) and
the reason for the payment .

If you make an EFT or e-payment to the BSAP Association, please ensure you enter
your Regtl No. (if applicable), name, address and for what purpose the
payment is made  e.g. Badge Blazer with Crown £12.50 & 2014 Calendar £6.50 +
postage £2.50 Total = £21.50; or  Regimental Dinner, two people £60.00.
Without this information the Hon. Treasurer will be unabl e to allocate the payment to
the correct sub-account.
NB The Association’s Yorkshire Bank account, sort 05 04 66 No: 60212291, has been
closed and the balance transferred to the Association Santander account. Do not use
this account in future.

6424 Wynne Berry

Have you remembered what you were doing on the 11 November 19 65?
Have you written about it? Send a copy to the editor, now!

The history of the BSAP needs  your memoirs

Fifty Years Ago - November 1964
�” Stars appearing in front of Queen Elizabeth II at the annual Royal Variety

Performance included Tommy Cooper, The Bachelors, Cilla Black, Millicent Martin,
Kathy Kirby, Brenda Lee, Morecambe and Wise, Gracie Fields, Jimmy Tarbuck,
Cliff Richard & The Shadows, Bob Newhart and Lena Horne.

�” The first automatic blind landing by a passenger aircraft  occurred when a British
European Airways Hawker Siddeley Trident landed in dense fog.

�” The House of Commons voted to abolish the death penalty for murder, but this
did not cover four other capital offences: high treason , piracy with violence, arson
in royal dockyards and espionage, as well as capital offences under military law.
Northern Ireland was excluded from the legislation.

�” Zambia became a member of UNESCO.
�” Belgian paratroops were dropped into Congo by the U.S. Air Force.
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Christmas Sundowner
The Christmas Sundowner will be held on 2 December, starting at 17:30 at the
Victory Services Club. There is no charge for this event, although you will have
to pay for your own drinks. A light buffet will be ava ilable.
The Chairman and Committee look forward to seeing as many as possible at
this Sundowner. Please consider bringing a raffle prize for the draw which will
take place during the evening.

Bertie’s Blether

This has been a busy year with various events taking place, well-attended regional
functions have been going from strength to strength and  the latest, Kent, surprised
itself with its good attendance. Well done the organ isers!

The On-line Shop has been selling steadily and smoothly, well done Les! I remind
you that Christmas cards are on sale at £1.50 per packet of five cards with
accompanying envelopes. There are several items in stock such as fleeces, polo
shirts, wood BSAP plaques  and of course the BSAP Book Series  which now
numbers 18 volumes, all of which would make good Christmas presents. Please see
stock list, with prices, in this edition.

I have been asked by several members what is the significance of the letter
attached to receipt numbers – it is as follows. The HonSec prefixes the receipt
number with ‘A’. Mike Leach used the letter ‘B’ and in deference to his memory it has
been left vacant. Letter ‘C’ is used by the Hon.Treasurer and the letter ‘D’ is used by
yours truly. So if you are chasing up an item for which a receipt was issued you can
easily see who to contact to have your problem resolved.

The old chestnut subscriptions. Remember that 2015 subscriptions (£15) are due
on 04/01/2015  - no worries for those with bank standing orders but th ose who pay
by postal order/cheque/bank deposit etc. please note the date and get your
subscriptions paid.

Finally I would like to wish all members of the BSAP Association and their families
a very happy Christmas and an all-round good New Year.

7359 Bertie Cubitt
Asst Secretary/QM

6424 Wynne Berry

Remembrance Sunday
On Remembrance Sunday, 9 November, members of the BSAP Association will join
representatives of the former Rhodesian Forces at the Rhodesian plot in the grounds
of St Margaret’s Church, Westminster for the annual Service of Remembrance for
Rhodesians who fell in all wars.
The President of the UK Branch will be in attendance and it is hoped members,
family and friends will join and support this service.
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BSAP Book Series
(Prices shown do not include post and packing)

1 Bussy – BSAP Origins and Early History 1885-1901 £  6.50

2 Zambesi Patrol £  5.00

3 Sunrise Patrols £  7.50

4 Down the Decades £  7.50

5 Not without Incident £  6.50

6 Mocke £  9.75

7 BSAP Operations WWI & WWII £ 8.00

8 Trooper’s Tales £ 10.70

9 Commanding the Regiment £  6.50

10 Stand to your Horses £ 17.00

11 Murray’s Column (new price) £ 11.25

12 Inimitable Style £  9.00

13 Humour in the BSAP £  9.50

14 Personalities and Institutions of the BSAP £  8.50

15 Motoring Memories of the BSAP (new price)  £ 13.25

16 BSAP in the Great War £  9.00

17 Jameson’s Men (latest publication - just out) £  6. 50

18 Memoir of early BSAP Days (Latest publication) £10.00

Full set of all 18 books, plus a free bookmark £161.95

Contact Bertie Cubitt (see back pages) for payment and de livery.
NB If you make an e-payment, ensure you give your Regtl  No., name, address and for
what purpose the payment is made e.g. Badge blazer with crown £13.00 & 2014
anniversary calendar £6.50 + postage total = £22.50

In memory of Dave Hallward

Buy your BSAP UK Branch items on-line at our virtual shop at
 www.bsap.org/qrepuk

All items held by Q-Rep UK Branch can now be bought and
paid for with a few clicks of a mouse.

Payment may be made via PayPal, EFT (internet banking), or cheque.
Payment by PayPal can be made in any currency and via credit or debit card.

Payment by EFT or cheque must be in £ sterling.
Items purchased are despatched by second class mail.

Making goods available online allows non-UK residents to buy
more easily than at present.

We are also exploring the possibility of publishing existing and
future publications as e-books.

BSA Police Regimental
Association On-line Shop

The On-line Shop
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BSAP Association Memorabilia Price List  2014
Please note that prices, except where stated, exclude  postage and packing.

Overseas postage and packing on request.

Book ~ Blondie’s Revenge ~ by T Granger           (sal e) £ 5.00

Badge, blazer with crown £13.00

Badge, blazer without crown                   (sale t o clear) £ 8.00

BSAP tie, Association, silk £15.00

BSAP tie, Association, polyester £ 8.50

BSAP tie, Centenary, polyester £ 1.00

BSAP tie ~ Regimental ~ polyester £ 8.50

BSAP bookmark with Dave Blacker’s poem £ 1.00

BSAP Christmas cards, per pack of five, with envelopes £ 1.50

BSAP calendar 2014                               (sa le to clear) £ 2.00

BSAP perpetual anniversary calendar £ 6.50

BSAP polo shirt crested with crown - sizes S to XXL. £23.50

BSAP fleece, crested with crown - sizes - sizes S to XXL. £32.00

 BSAP wood plaque with crown in full colour (new) £32.50

BSAP wood plaque no crown in full colour
(sale, to clear)

£15.00

History of the BSA Police 1889 - 1980 (Blue and Old
Gold) Last three at the old price

£40.00

Portraits of BSAP in uniform - per set of three
or each

£ 2.50
£ 1.00

The Magazines and Regimental Records of the BSAP
 – 2 CDs

£30.00

Car sticker with BSAP crest £ 1.00

Shirt, white with BSAP pocket badge sale,       (to clear) £6.00

Cravats with Centenary Badge                 (to clear) £5.00

Books of the BSAP are listed on the previous page.

7211 Peter Biddulph - in memory of Peter Langham
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7152 Kevin Broad - in memory of Mike Crafter

Full page One issue Two
issues

Three
issues

Up to two extra
issues each

Full page £35.00 £68.00 £100.00 £30.00 extra

Half page £17.50 £34.00 £50.00 £15.00 extra

Quarter page £8.75 £17.00 £25.00 £7.50 extra

One-eighth
page

£5.00 £9.00 £12.50 £3.75 extra

Per word 10p 18p 24p 7p extra

Contact Bertie Cubitt for payment - full details on th e penultimate page.

Advertisement Costs

Advertisers
The BSAP Association needs income from advertisements

to subsidise production costs.
Please advertise so as to minimise costs to your Associati on .

Military Wisdom
�” Tracers work both ways - Army Ordnance Manual.
�” Five second fuses last about three seconds - Infantry Journal.
�” Any ship can be a minesweeper. Once. - Naval Operations Manual.
�” Never tell the platoon sergeant you have nothing to do' - Any recruit.

Members’ Spare Bed Scheme

Many members would welcome an economical means of attending BSAP events.
If you live within easy travelling distance of one o f the regular meeting places would
you consider offering a spare bed to a member? This could apply to the Braai, the
Gatherings in Ireland, the North-West, Scotland, the South-West, South Coast, South-
East and Kent, and the VSC.
In order to attend one of the BSAP events would you w elcome the opportunity of
staying with a member?
Please let me know your thoughts about such a scheme, either as a host or a guest.
What conditions would you expect to be placed? How would you suggest it be
administered?

6609 Parry Jones
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Magazines and Regimental Records of the BSAP
The first stage of the digitisation of the Magazines
and Regimental Records of the BSAP is available
for sale from UK Branch On Line Shop or Q-Rep.,
at a cost ofUK£30 per copy + p&p. Buyers will
receive a cover as above containing two CDs with
space for a third. One CD containsall issues of
Outpost magazines from 1946-1980 together with
a Subject Index; Obituary Index; BSA Company
Nominal Roll; Pre & Post 1903 Nominal Rolls; Roll
of BSAP ‘A’ and ‘MT’ Companies 1915-1918;
BSAP Medal Rolls BWM, VM, WW1; Honours
and Awards - BSAP 1914-1919. The second, a
preliminary disc, contains thePolice Reviews from
1911-1914.

The discs are fully searchable using Adobe Reader, but it requires a PC or
Mac running Adobe Reader

Proceeds of this sale will go towards the preparation of the two further discs
described below. Buyers who register will in due course receive at no extra cost
(except p&p) two further discs.

Firstly, one CD containing Outposts from 1923-1946 and
Secondly, one CD of the Police Reviews and Rhodesia Defence Force

Journals 1911-1922. This final CD will replace the preliminary disc above.
The discs have received very favourable reviews, e.g  ‘Many thanks for the

CD and book you sent so quickly to me. The book covers the escapades of the
Column led by Murray and has a level of detail that I have not seen elsewhere
in other publications. However it is the CD containing the Digital Library that
has taken my breath away, having had a chance to view the two CD's you sent
I am only now beginning to understand the breadth of research material
they provide. The project you and the BSAP Association have embarked on
should be commended for having had the foresight to digitise this material and
ensure it is available for future generations. Once complete I am positive this
will be considered by academics and genealogists as the best source of material
available for anyone who is interested in the BSAP - period!  Paul Brewster’.

Buyers of the first stage will know that their contribution has helped to
continue the preservation of the History of the BSAP, surely one of the most
important things a former member could do?

(6736) Carol Cochrane - in memory of husband, Ian
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6925 Dave Darby

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN
THE REGIMENT
Our numbers dwindle now and fade.
Will history prove a mark we made?
I doubt we’ll merit but a line.
Just memories, which are yours and mine.
But in our hearts we thought it right
To make a place for Black and White.
Our cause thought just, our spirits strong,
Oh History, can you prove us wrong?
Let men deride and have no care.
We can with pride state: “I was there”
Dave Blacker (5483)

30 years ago, Dave Blacker put pen to paper and wrote The Regiment. Today, the
opening line of his poem is more significant than it has ever been.
It is a fact that, ‘Our numbers dwindle now and fade’. Each month, we lose more
and more of the remarkable men and women who worked together to make the
British South Africa Police one of the finest police forces in the world.
Of course we can’t cheat the reality of time, as much as we might wish to.
However we can use the time we have now to ensure that our heritage lives on
long after we are gone.
It is our responsibility to embrace ouresprit de corps by working better together,
wherever we live in the world, to ensure that the British South Africa Police
merits more than ‘but a line’ in history.
THE CHALLENGE WE FACE TODAY
Branches of the BSAP Regimental Association continue to express growing
concern about the decline in their membership numbers. It is becoming clear that
many ex-force members, particularly those who attested from the late 70’s, do not
know what the Association does beyond organising the occasional black-tie
knees-up or boozy braai in the boonies.  Many are unaware of the vital role the
Association plays in preserving the heritage of the BSAP; and most do not know
that the Association provides support and welfare, where it can, to Branch
members, spouses and families in times of need.
This is disappointing when you consider the effort and amount of energy that
many of our existing members and volunteers expend to support the work of the
Association. However it is reality.
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6925 Dave Darby

If we do not take action now to raise awareness of the importance of the
Association, and if we do not educate and encourage individuals to join us, then
the heritage of the BSAP, in all its guises, will eventually cease to exist.
WHAT WE ARE DOING ABOUT IT
The UK Branch Committee intends to address these challenges by creating and
delivering a coordinated recruitment campaign that will focus on raising
awareness of:

�” The existence of the Regimental Association and the importance of what
it does - (Benevolence, Comradeship, Remembrance)

�” The benefits of joining the Association
�” The British South Africa Police – past, present and future

The good news is that the campaign wheels are in motion. Ideas are on the table
and work has begun. A draft strategy has been prepared along with a draft logo
that embraces the essence of what we are doing and establishes an identity for the
campaign. Please note that our new Heritage logo will be used purely for
campaign purposes. It will not be used in lieu of, nor will it replace, the
Association’s existing identity.
NEXT STEPS – COLLABORATION IS KEY
We are going to need your help to deliver an effective recruitment campaign for
the Association: one that is compelling, concise and relevant.
At this stage, we’re not after your wallets – although as you know, they are always
welcome! What we would like are your views on how you think we can make this
campaign a success. Have you got any ideas on how we can boost the profile of
the Association and push our recruitment drive forward?
There’s no doubt that this project is going to take time to evolve and we will keep
you updated as we progress, whether in the Outpost, on the website or by email.
In the meantime, please fire up your minds, send us your thoughts and remember
that it’s not the honour we take with us, but the heritage that we leave behind.
CONTACT
Please send your ideas, thoughts on a postcard and feedback to Barry Henson, UK
Branch Secretary
EMAIL: hon.sec.uk@bsap.org
PHONE: +44 (0) 1572 770 331
ADDRESS: 30 Hill Top Drive, Oakham, LE15 6NF, United Kingdom
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History Section

To commemorate the outbreak of World War One, in which the BSAP played a
considerable part and for which was awarded its battle honour, East Africa 1915-1918,
Hugh Philips has contributed the following article.

Rhodesia 1914

It is just 100 years since the commencement of the Great  War, the war to end all
wars. The war that started in the cradle of Europe and ev olved to embrace the then
British Empire and scores of other countries spread across the globe.

The event is commemorated here, in Britain, in museums and heritage centres, in
lengthy, carefully researched newspaper articles, and with special and specialised
television and radio programmes. The media is in a mild frenzy as hitherto unseen
photographs, recollections, unique facts and personal reminiscences (by which I
mean yellowed letters and scarred, shabby notebooks handed down from great
grandfathers and grandfathers) are dusted down and proudl y displayed.

But what was Southern Rhodesia like in 1914? The country was still administered -
unwillingly for most Rhodesians - by the BSA Company whose representative as
Administrator (until 1914) was Sir William Milton. Howev er the direction of the
country was, to some extent, still influenced by memorie s of both the recent Anglo-
Boer War, and the Matabele and Mashona Rebellions. One of the consequences of
the latter being a flow of farmers from the districts to t he larger urban centres. Hence,
farming was at an all-time low, though mining had begun  to show great promise, and
the Company had only just managed to emerge from the red, as well as reaching the
end of its Charter. The war, of course, so dominated decision making that it became
expedient to allow the Company to continue in its rol e, and a new Administrator,
Sir Drummond Chaplin, was appointed.

It is far from easy to pick up all the threads of event s, and quite impossible to
imagine how people in Rhodesia were reacting to the Declaration of War in August
of 1914. Nevertheless we know that at that time, the total white population was just
under thirty thousand and that no fewer than five thou sand of these served with
British forces in Africa and Europe. Nor must the contribution of the black population
be forgotten; something in the region of 3,000 served i n the armed forces. We know
also that to the BSAP fell the first tangible success in the world conflict when, in
September, a Police Column occupied the German headquarters of the Caprivi Strip.
We know of the awesome commitment and extreme bravery that characterised both
Murray’s Column and the Native Regiment under Major A J Tomlinson, both in East
Africa.

In Southern Rhodesia communications with the outside world were by cable
telegraph, whilst within the country the rail links, w hich were to carry farm produce
and minerals, had only been finished in 1902 when the Harare-Bulawayo
line was completed. Links with Wankie and Victoria Falls followed later, and with
Maputo and Rutenga to Beitbridge, very much later. It w as in 1914 that the rail link
between Victoria and Umvuma was completed and, later trains from Gwelo to Victoria

8289 John Dineen - in memory of Johannes Terblanche
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operated twice a week with a stop at Umvuma’s Falcon Hotel for lunch. (NB Fort was
added to Victoria in 1914.)

 As for the roads, the less said the better. It was rep orted that on the Salisbury to
Bulawayo road no less than 500 farm gates had to be opened, and shut!

Mention of Umvuma brings to mind the just over 40 metres hi gh chimney that
dominated the skyline for travellers to and from that smal l town and, doubtless,
acted as a feature for pilots lost in the skies and seeking the runways of Thornhill.
The chimney, a quite magnificent example of civil engineering, was completed in
1913 when the roads of that day were little more than t racks. It is interesting (in the
context of history in Rhodesia) to note that gold wa s discovered in Umvuma as early
as 1896 and that by the outbreak of the First World Wa r the depth of the mine was
213 metres.

Interesting too, to learn that in Umtali, a somewhat old er town and yet to receive
city status, there existed a tramway service. This was administered by the BSA
Company and the Umtali Tramways Limited from its inception in 1897 until its
eventual demise. The lines were taken up and the track bed filled in 1920. Umtali
was in the 1890s a new town. The old town was locate d on the other side of
Christmas Pass but removal and re-location became necessary when Cecil Rhodes
advised the citizens in 1896 that bringing the Beira railway line to the town was
impossible due to engineering problems, and that a new location was imperative. His
company was willing to pay them compensation. Today’s readers may wish to draw a
comparison with the projected high speed rail link from L ondon to Birmingham.

Returning to the tramway; the first railway train arrived i n 1898, a site was
decided upon for the station, and the tramway was laid  from there to the Umtali Club
and only opened in 1901. The motive power was oxen or t wo mules! At some stage,
the line was extended as far as the Customs House but that was probably before the
town was accorded municipal status in 1914.

Gradually more and more vehicular traffic started to use Main Street and the
tramlines that had seemed so prestigious in previous years became a nuisance,
indeed a liability. The council was requested to remove the tramlines, the track bed
was filled and rolled by the council’s steamroller, and in 1920 the Umtali Tramway
ceased to be.

It is of no little interest to recount a prize theft i n Bulawayo that has, as far as I
am aware, never been completely solved. The Bulawayo Agricultural Society dates
back many years, probably to the closing years of the n ineteenth century, and it was
well before 1914 that one of the Society’s senior members conceived the idea of a
trophy for the Champion Bull of Rhodesia. A committee was formed, donations
sought and eventually a firm in Birmingham (UK) commissioned to execute the
manufacture of what became known as the Thousand Guineas Trophy. The award
was magnificent; containing 175 ounces of 18-carat Rhodesian gold and depicting a
bull restrained by the goddess of agriculture (Ceres) standing amid agricultural
emblems and products. These figures were set upon miniature granite boulders
above four plaques of Rhodesian scenes, one of which bore the coat of arms of the

7411 Jock Eddie
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the Bulawayo Agricultural Society.
On the night of 18 February 1998, this superb piece of  craftsmanship was stolen

from the Bulawayo National Museum. The theft was probably enabled by the culprits
hiding in the museum after visiting hours and then esca ping with the trophy from the
first floor balcony. Guards patrolling both inside the building and in the grounds, saw
and heard nothing. Despite the arrest of six individua ls, and their detention without
bail for eight months, the case was withdrawn pending further investigations.
A strange and very inconclusive ending. Perhaps readers can throw some light on
further developments or other involvements.

To return to Salisbury. For this research, I am indebted to  Alan Toms who
provided me with a first copy of the Rhodesia Defence Force Journal dated November
1914. The editor was Gerald Grove, who was later knighted (though not for his
services to literature!) and who pays fulsome tributes t o the work of Wilfrid Bussey,
founder and publisher of the Police Review, in 1914 and for the duration of the war,
incorporated in the Journal. It is an intriguing public ation and I suspect that many of
the unattributed articles – Belgium, Notes on the Need for Gold in War, even some
execrable poetry – are the brainchild of Grove. However, there is a hint of the
Outposts to come in the BSAP Notes from Inyanga, Sinoia, Hartley, Shamva and
Gatooma. These notes are very much on the same lines, as we knew the Outpost in
later years. People were transferred, others arrived, Bussey moved from Gatooma to
join the Rhodesia contingent assembling north of the Depot, for active service.
Perhaps the odd man out in these Station Notes is the comment, from the Hartley
scribe, that a dance in aid of the War Fund, and held  at Flanders Hotel received only
a poor attendance.

I detected a rather surprising suggestion that those Vo lunteers gathering, and
being trained to take part in operations, needed to imp rove both their physical and
mental preparedness for what lay ahead. Perhaps though, that was because events
in the capital were still reminiscent of peacetime; the  Mashonaland Turf Club Spring
Meeting, a recital of Sacred Music in the cathedral, a Floral Fete, an open-air concert
in the Drill Hall grounds being among the many social occasions. To be fair and
balanced we are told that the Rhodesia Contingent was encamped in the Police
Reserve, some interesting war pictures had been shown at the Palace Theatre and
that a batch of prisoners of war have been sent, under police escort, by train to
Pretoria. So the mixture was rather one of good luck to t hose who had to serve The
Cause, but back home it was business as usual.

In more general terms, I find that at the beginning of 1 914, Duly’s were
advertising Ford five-seater cars for £200. At about the  same time Haddon and Sly
(we make a special study of corsetry) was attracting th e ladies with slight to average
figures, as well as those who were admittedly, or shoul d that be undeniably, stout.
Other advertisements make for interesting reading, especially for those of us who
served after 1945. Haddon and Sly trade in police blazers, cricket boots and panama
hats. The Grand Hotel in Bulawayo proclaims itself as The Leading Hotel in Rhodesia.
Puzey and Payne are still peddling their wares. The Empire Hotel in Salisbury offers

5755 Stewart Edwards



16

comfort, cuisine, and moderate charges and two tearooms are available in First
Street, Salisbury – the Anglo Austrian and the Grand. How many, I wonder,
remember the tearoom in Salisbury that became Woolworths?

The events of the four years that followed the assassination in Sarajevo have been
clearly and admirably chronicled in our own set of books, notably volumes 7, 11 and
16. As a result it makes it a waste of time to recount Rhodesia’s, and especially the
BSAP’s, ventures and adventures in East Africa and elsewhere. Similarly, without
access to the newspapers of the day or to those who experienced those terrible years,
the task of writing about 1914 becomes a rather slippery  slope to negotiate.

To end this reminiscing, let us try to imagine what Sali sbury may have looked like
when war broke out. Virtually all the buildings would have been of two storeys, the
roads would have been hardened tracks, cars few and far between and pavements
non-existent. The suburbs of Avondale, Borrowdale, Hatfield, even the Police Depot
and Greenwood could only be reached by walking through fields. The Race Course
bordered on Rotten Row, and the Location, which had sprung up south of the Kopje,
consisted of iron, rounded Kaytor huts with thatched ro ofs, each numbered and
aligned in rows. The commercial centre was established in Manica Road between the
Broadway Stream (later Kingsway) and Second Street.

The town’s first regular supply of water came about in 19 13, from Cleveland Dam,
and the last oil street lamps were replaced by electricity the following year.

The building of Meikles Hotel dates from 1914. When it  opened in 1916, the
building boasted 160 bedrooms and 47 bathrooms. It cost  £10,000. Being closer to
the Police Depot than the Commercial Hotel, later re-named the Grand, it became a
favourite hunting ground for youthful policemen with cra vings for alcohol and young
ladies.

What sort of town was Salisbury? Traditionally a town b ecomes a city when it has
a diocesan cathedral, and Salisbury became a city immediately its cathedral was
started in 1914. The foundation stone was laid on St George’s Day, 1913 and the
building completed the following year. Not until 1964  was the building, some of us
remember, ready for a service of thanksgiving.

Without access to the newspapers of the day, the construction of events and its
economy and of the feelings of the colonists becomes something of a hit and miss
task. I hope that this article will evoke memories, eve n responses by letter or e-mail.

I set out the sources that have provided the majority o f my research, and
acknowledge most gratefully the diligent work of many p redecessors.

Historic Buildings of Harare by Peter Jackson
Various copies of Rhodesiana
Various copies of Heritage of Zimbabwe
The Valiant Years by Beryl Salt
The World’s View, the story of Southern Rhodesia by Nora S Kane
TABEX Encyclopaedia Zimbabwe
A History of Rhodesia by Robert Blake
One Man’s Vision by WD Gale

 4770 Hugh Phillips è

(6349) Marjorie Eglington - in loving memory of Mike
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[Hugh’s e-mail is <hughphillips@uwclub.net> If you wish  to send Hugh a letter, please e-mail
Hugh and ask for his address, or send it via me, and I will re-address it to Hugh. – Ed.]

Although the foregoing pays little attention to peop le but more to things may I
mention that there exists an Association concerned with the First World War in Africa.
It may be accessed through either <www.gweaa.org> or throug h its founder and
moving spirit the <samsonsed@gmail.com> and which at presen t has over 200
members. It is a lively group that has already held a su ccessful seminar in London,
has provided various papers on the campaigns, particularly those in East Africa and
intends extending its interests in World War I to provi ding a guide to historical areas.
The Association has a library and well-documented bibliography where books may be
bought or sold. A more comprehensive account of the Association is set out on page
23 of the Winter 2012 UK Outpost.

Full details of the BSAP’s involvement in the East Africa Campaign of World War I
can be found in the following books of the series Books of the BSAP: No.11 –
Murray’s Column, No.16 – The BSAP in the Great War, 7 – BSAP Military Operations
Outside S. Rhodesia, No.17 – Jameson’s Men which has details of the Battle Honour
awarded. The CD Magazines and Regimental Records of the BSAP contain the full roll
of those on the Service Columns and a full roll of medals, honours and awards. The
names of those who gave their lives during the campaign can be found in the Roll of
Honour in Blue & Old Gold.

All the above items are available for purchase from the UK Branch On-line Shop at
<www.bsap.org/qrepuk>.

The latest in the Books of the BSAP series, No.18, entitled A Memoir of Early Days
in the BSAP 1912-1919 is available from
the On-line Shop. It is an extract from the
memoirs of 1578 Bernard Seymour-Hall ,
grandfather of 9439 Glenn Seymour-Hall ,
relating to his service in the BSAP.
Bernard had keen powers of observation
and an interest in people. Coupled with an
ability to write this allowed him to record
his experiences and tell of the characters
he met and other matters such as
witchcraft, camels, and mobile columns.
We are grateful to Glenn and other
members of the family for allowing us to

reprint this valuable record of the duties performed by Troo pers and the conditions
they experienced in the early days of the BSAP.

Shortly to be published is No.19 More Tales of the BSAP, containing material,
photographs and illustrations from early to modern times it  includes stories, memoirs,
station notes, AC Kachemu cartoons, and culminates with the official report on
Operation Vermin carried out in the Lalapanzi area in 1966. Well worth adding to the
collection.

7391 Alan Toms

9439 Glenn Seymour-Hall being presented
with a copy of his grandfather’s memoir by

Mike Coleman & Alan Toms at
the Annual Dinner

(4005) Ginny Forrest - in loving memory of Stan
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BSAP Reserve Nominal Roll

The History Section of the UK Branch of Regimental Association proposes to
initiate the preparation of a Police Reserve Nominal Roll and seeks volunteers who
have access to copies of Outpost, either hard copies or digital CD/DVDs.

It will depend on the number of volunteers but it is s uggested that each person
checks through five years of Outposts recording names and details of any and all
Police Reserves mentioned, this will include A-Reserve, Field Reserve and African
Field Reserve.

Wayne Kennerley  has agreed to co-ordinate the various submissions and has an
Excel spreadsheet template that he would forward to each volunteer showing Force
No., surname, other names, rank, unit (FR, PRAW, etc) awards, comments. The
comments can be for notes such as commendations, other things of interest, any
dates of say, attestation or retirement, etc. There is no  requirement for the
submissions to be in numerical order. Obviously we do not want duplicated searches
of Outposts. To this end will volunteers advise what years they have access to and
then periods will be allocated.

If anyone has copies of any other official documents such as Force Orders,
Government Gazettes, personal lists of Reservists, we would be grateful for
scans/photocopies to assist with the compilation of this Nominal Roll.

Individual former Reservists are asked to advise their details, number, name etc in
order that they are recorded on the roll. Details may be s ent to Wayne at
<wkennerley@yahoo.com> who may also be contacted by that  means.

UK Branch believe that this is a very worthwhile project  but realise the
enormity and work required but would really appreciate eve ry assistance possible.

Any queries to Wayne or Fred Punter  at <bsap4853@virginmedia.com>

4757 Ron Pilbrough

The secretary of the New Zealand Branch of the Association, 6121 Mike Harvey ,
reports that 4757 Ron Pilbrough  was discharged from hospital, but had a fall on
31 October and was returned to hospital. He has limited mobility and it takes two
helpers to move him. Hospital staff have deemed it unsafe to send him home at this
stage. Unfortunately his legs fail him, otherwise he is  alert.

A member of the NZ Branch, 902749 NSPO BrennanNelson , who lives in
Christchurch - where Ron is also based - is writing Ron’s biography and seeks help
from former colleagues. He was a Matabele enthusiast and had many a good yarn
about his experiences. He was Border Control Officer, Mashonaland in the 1970s
where many who were tied up with Operation Hurricane woul d have had contact with
him.

Mike would be grateful if there are members who were stati oned with Ron or had
dealings with him while in the Force, and who may be a ble to provide recollections
and photographs of interest. Contact Brennan at <bknels on59@gmail.com>

6100 John Foster
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Kent Gathering

Following the very successful inaugural gathering in March this year, the second Kent
gathering took place on 30 August at the same venue, The Pippin, in Maidstone, Kent.
Members and guests began to arrive shortly after 11.00 and soon everyone was
chatting and meeting up with old colleagues and makin g new friends. It was

particularly pleasing to be able to welcome Bruce
and Odette Gates  who have just returned to the
UK after living in Canada for several years, Keith
Crute, and new member Terrie Brown (née
Clements ). We hope to see more of them in the
future. A number of widows attended and from all
accounts they enjoyed the occasion.

Peter Phillips , our past Chairman and now
Honorary Life President of the UK Branch of the

Association had travelled from Hertfordshire, and welcomed everyone present including
a special mention of our
Rhodesia Army friends who
were attending.

Bertie Cubitt was pleased
that several members visited
his store and that he made a
few sales. Many members had
kindly brought prizes for the
raffle which raised a total of
£147 for Association funds.

A very big thank you to all those who contributed and
to Anne Johnson  who sold the tickets and helped at
the raffle.

Following the raffle everyone looked forward to
their lunch and were not disappointed. Soon they
were tucking into a very tasty and varied buffet lunch
provided by
The Pippin.
Many

returned for seconds and there was even
some left for those who wanted a snack later
or to take home a doggy bag.

The gathering continued well into the
afternoon. A word of thanks must go to Biff
and Netta Way  for once again arranging the
event – their hard work was appreciated by
all. It was another very successful gathering

Odette & Bruce Gates

Meeting friends

Mick Moysen & John Moxham

Neeta & Biff Way

4046 Ted Galloway
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which everyone thoroughly enjoyed and one that could be
replicated in other parts of the country.

Those attending and enjoying the company were: 4428
Bruce and Odette Gates , 4708 Peter Munson , (4942) Ivy
Marriott , 5248 Alan and Pauline Lane , 5314 Keith Crute ,

5625 Biff and Netta
Way , 5725 Phil Mead ,
(5943) Hazel Borrett ,
6001 Alistair Black ,
6355 Mike Moysen,
6360 John and Eve
Moxham , 6432
Chris Roberts ,
6514/7562 Chris
and Anne
Johnson , (6684)

Shirley Wells
and Daphne
Oosthuizen ,
6905 Peter
Phillips ,
7157/8382 Reg Graham  and Rob Landau
(RLI),

7211 Peter Biddulph  and Maggie
Mitchell , 7359 Bertie and Jenny
Cubitt , 110653 Brendon and
JackieDigges  with daughter

Chantelle, WPO 133 Terrie and VernonBrown , P/R 18250 Bob Wansbury , P/R Ron
Dicken  with daughters Carolyn Burton  and Sandra Grams , S/R 2387 Norman
Simister , (from the RAA) Mike Shute , Malcolm and Brenda Clewer , Hobo and
Jenny Hobson , Will and Viv Ransom , Vic Walker , Bill Liversidge  and Alan and
Margaret Allsop,  Chairman Rhodesians World Wide.

5248 Alan Lane

Lunch is served

Bob Wansbury & Chris Roberts

Keith Crute & Peter Biddulph

Phil Mead & Peter Munson

Terrie Brown, Chris Johnson &
Vernon Brown

Jackie, Brendon & Chantelle Digges

4960 Gerry Gibson
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VSC Gatherings

July 2014  – At this month’s gathering we were able to welcome an d entertain 6846
Jim Blain , Chairman of the Cape Branch of the Association, who was making a rare

visit to this part of the world. A
good time was had by all -
much ribbing taken in the fact
that the past Chairman and the
present Chairman turned up in
the same lightweight linen suits
- obviously a test to see if a
uniform was in order for
officers of the Branch!
Showing their faces and

enjoying the company were: 4278
John Balchin , 5625 Biff Way ,
6509 Don Scarff , 6527 Mike
O'Donnell , 6737 Mike Coleman ,
6787 Paddy Finn , 6843 Don
Andrews , 6877 Tich Burgoyne ,
6905 Peter Phillips , 7211 Peter
Biddulph , 7212 Tony Brown
(making a special journey from
Dorset to meet up with Jim), 7391 Alan Toms  and guest Ian Stuart .

August 2014  – The usual hard core of members came up, down and across into
London to meet up for this month’s gathering and to enj oy the repartee and their
favourite tipple. Attending were: 4278 John Balchin , 5248 Alan Lane , 5625 Biff Way ,
6737 Mike Coleman , 6877 Tich Burgoyne , 6905 Peter Phillips , 7211 Peter
Biddulph  and 7391 Alan Toms .

September 2014  – This month we were delighted to welcome 5917 Rod Finnigan ,
President of the BSAP Association, from Zimbabwe, also WPO 126 MargieRonne

(nee Rix) from South Africa and
7435 Ieauan (Taffy) Jones also
from Zimbabwe. It was nice to
catch up with all the news from
their parts of the world. Also
putting in an appearance were:
4278 John Balchin , 5248 Alan
Lane , 5625 Biff Way , 5662 Barry
Henson , 6527 Mike O’Donnell ,
6609 Parry Jones , 6630 Jim
Hazlett , 6737 Mike Coleman ,
6877 Tich Burgoyne , 6905

Mike Coleman, Jim Blain. Alan Toms & Peter Phillips

Jim Blain, Don Scarff, Peter Biddulph, Tony Brown &
Biff Way

Peter Phillips, Rod Finnegan, Mike Coleman &
Alan Toms

5498 Raoul Gilbert - in loving memory of Rena Gilbert
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Peter Phillips , 7211 Peter Biddulph , 7359 Bertie Cubitt , 7391 Alan Toms , 110619
Bruce Braes  (just back from Australia) and Ian Stuart  (guest).
October 2014  – Despite the smallest number at our monthly gathering t his year, we
were pleased to welcome 5998 Ian Dunbar  up from Chippenham and 8307 Flash
Firth  down from Blackpool together with his sister Jane Blackstock . Making up the
numbers were: 4278 John Balchin , 5248 Alan Lane , 6527 Mike O’Donnell , 6877
Tich Burgoyne , 6905 Peter Phillips  and Ian Stuart  (guest and biltong maker).

5248 Alan Lane

Regimental Dinner 2014

The Annual Regimental Dinner took place at the Victory Services Club, on Friday 26
September. Some members and guests found their way to the club lounge bar to meet
up with old friends. It was soon time to move to the C arisbrooke Hall which had been
decorated with BSAP and Rhodesian flags together with the BSAP banner. After the
bugle mess call 69 members and guests took their places at tables which had been
dressed in blue and gold and bearing the names of some well-known and not so
familiar Rhodesian trees.

Our new Chairman, Mike Coleman  started proceedings by welcoming everyone,
saying that the annual dinner was a time to re-new acq uaintances, reminisce about
times gone by and unite in celebrating memories of the f inest Police Force in the world.
He then asked Peter Phillips , Honorary Life President, to say grace.

After a very tasty starter, Mike addressed the diners, saying that it was a privilege
to be there as Chairman, that Peter would be a hard act to follow, and that he would
do his utmost to maintain and strengthen the Associatio n. He welcomed members and
guests from both home and overseas especially PatDeasy  from Eire, Tom Meekin
and Stan Mills  from Northern Ireland, Richard Barnes,  his son Chris together with
Peter West  from Australia, Jock Pirrett  from South Africa, Shirley Kay  from
Zimbabwe, guest speaker VinceLeonard , John Oliver  and Lt Col Hobo Hobson . He
then proposed a toast to Our Guests. Following a delicious main course, AlanToms ,
Deputy Chairman detailed a forthcoming campaign to recruit  younger members and
asked everyone to make every effort to encourage any known non-members to join the
Association. Mike then said that greetings and best wishes had been received from Her
Majesty The Queen, Field Marshal The Lord Michael Walker (Patron), the Natal, Eastern

Margie Ronne & Biff Way The Jones Boys - Ieauan (Taffy) & Parry

5498 Raoul Gilbert  - in memory of Dave Sloman
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Cape, Transvaal and Australian Branches of the Association and also Will Cornell from
America. This was followed by the Loyal Toast.

Following a break for those in need of fresh air, Mike introduced our guest speaker,
Vince Leonard . Vince was educated at Plumtree School and the University of Rhodesia.
He served in the Rhodesia Regiment and Rhodesian African Rifles before joining the
Kent Police in 1979. He retired in 2009 as Weapon Training Officer and enjoyed two
days retirement before being re-employed in a civilian capacity as Chief Firearms
Instructor, which is his current position. He was the c ommander of the Tactical
Firearms Unit for 20 years and was awarded 10 Chief Constables’ commendations and
certificates of merit for operational service.

Vince began by saying that it was an honour and privi lege to be asked to speak at
the dinner. He recalled his upbringing and service in Rhodesia and spoke at some
length on police procedures both in Rhodesia and in England, well sprinkled with
anecdotes. Vince then proposed a toast to the Regiment and Regimental Association.
This was followed by a standing ovation and the presentation of an engraved glass
tankard. Junior troop, Charles Bennett , suitably replied before proposing the toast to
Absent Friends.

Mick York  with the help of Vince, then held the in-house raff le with Arnold Woolley
winning the first prize of £50. Derek Jones , Darrell Wigley and Margaret Storry  won
the three prizes of £500, £150 and £100 respectively in the main raffle. The raffles
raised a total of £2,538 for Association funds.

The Chairman ended by expressing a special word of thanks to Parry Jones ,
assisted by Kate Simmons , for the organisation of the dinner, to Bertie Cubitt  for
manning the Q Rep store, Mick York  for organising the raffle and last but no means
least, the staff of the Victory Services Club for thei r help and efficiency.

Sitting down to dinner were: Vince Leonard  (Guest Speaker), 4278 JohnBalchin ,
4853 Fred Punter , 4882 Peter Dancer , 4707 Tony Johnson , 4964 Mike Tadman ,
5075 Dick Ray , 5111 Jack Bacon , 5242/6978 Martin Howell , 5248 Alan Lane , 5272
Pat Deasy , 5358 Mick York , 5408 Richard Barnes  and son Chris Barnes , 5559 Dick
Thompson , 5601 Eric Robb and Anne Binney , 5615 Tom Meekin , 5625 Biff Way ,
5662 Barry Henson , 6308 Peter West , 6193 Peter and Cheryl Good , 6355 Mike
Moysen , 6360 John and Eve Moxham and daughter Wendy Naish , 6366 Jim Stoker ,
6509 Don Scarff , 6514/7562 Chris and Anne Johnson , 6609 Parry Jones  and Kate
Simmons , 6610 John Pirrett , Lisa JanePirrett  and Greg Welsh , 6632 Gerry Paxton ,
6737 Mike Coleman  and John Oliver , 6743 Bruce Allen , 6883 Tim Webb , 7071 Mick
Richards , 7072 Terry and Janet Walmsley , 7207 Arnold and 203679 Paula Woolley ,
7211 Peter Biddulph , 7212 Tony Brown , 7213 Jim Bruce , 7264 Gordon Best , 7359
Bertie Cubitt , 7391 Alan Toms , 7418 Colyn James , 7905 Peter Phillips , 8163 Robbie
and WP199 LinRobertson , 9102 Ian and Jacquie McLaren , Clair McLaren  and Jason
Allen , 9439 Glenn Seymour-Hall , 9591 Les Burrow , 111032 Colin Bewes , 111697
CharlesBennett , WP145 ShirleyKay , 18250 Bob Wansbury , 201279 Heather Milner ,
Associate StanMills  and Hobo Hobson  (RAA).

   5248 Alan Lane

5498 Raoul Gilbert - in memory of Butch Fletcher
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Mike Coleman who presented the guest speaker,
Vince Leonard with a BSAP tankard

Q, Bertie Cubitt, counting his takings from
the BSAP memorabilia stall

Arnold Wooley, Peter Biddulph, Tony Brown & Jim Bruce

Hobo Hobson, Bob Wansbury, Colyn James & Chris Johnson

5681 Robin Harvey - in memory of Kevin O’Regan
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5681 Robin Harvey - in memory of Mike Lindley

Eve & John Moxham, John Pirrett with daughter Lisa Jane, & Greg Welsh

Peter Dancer & Mike Tadman                        Shirle y Kay & Lin Robertson

Peter West, Chris & Richard Barnes
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5681 Robin Harvey - in memory of Mike Crafter

Rick Ray & Tony Brown                                   Pat Deasy & Tony Johnson

Stan Mills & Tom Meekin Mick Richards & Peter Biddulph

          Biff Way, Martin Howell & Don Scarff            Eric Robb, Anne Binney & Bob Morriston

       Jason Allen, Claire, Jacqui & Ian McLaren               Les Burrow & Charles Bennett
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Some of the members and their guests enjoying their pre-pra ndial

5859 Hoppy Hopkins - in memory of Bob Savage

The 2014 BSAP Braai

Lilleshall in its daytime
 glory …

and at night
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2014 Braai

The annual braai was held on 26 July at the Lilleshall National Sports and Conference
Centre near Telford in the Shropshire countryside. The original house was built in
1831 as the hunting lodge and family retreat of the Du ke of Sutherland. It is set in
quite spectacular and secluded surroundings, and is a flagship residential training
centre and award winning National Centre of Excellence for many of the UK's top
sportspeople. It is the home of Archery GB and the Briti sh Gymnastics Association.
   With the fine weather continuing, members arrived throu ghout the day, and after
booking in soon made their way to the Reunion Centre and nearby patio area where
the braai was due to be held.
   The Reunion Centre is one of the main features of th e braai and had been set up,
as always, the previous day by our Deputy Chairman, Alan Toms with the help of his
wife, Lyn. They were ably assisted by Alan and June Crook over from South Africa,

who happened to be staying with the
Toms. (They thought they were
coming for a holiday!) Members were
soon browsing around the centre
which displayed a great deal of Force
memorabilia, photographs and
documents and had the video of the
Last Parade playing.
   With the braai imminent and the
weather set fair, everyone gathered
on the patio area where tables and
chairs were arranged to form a circle

so that everyone could mingle and chat. However, the curse of the UK weather
struck with a heavy rainstorm arriving just as the food w as to be served, causing
everyone to make a dash for cover. It seems that when we  have the braai at
Lilleshall it rains and everything has to be moved indoors much to everyone’s
disappointment. Despite the sudden change of plans it did not dampen (no pun
meant) the evening with everyone enjoying a very tasty  meal especially the newly-
sourced boerewors. The meal was followed by a raffle, wit h prizes kindly donated by
members attending raising, £153 for Association funds.
   Those staying the night met up for breakfast the fol lowing morning. It is served
between 07:30 and 08:30 so there is no chance to sleep in. Everyone said how much
they had enjoyed the braai, but made the point that i t was a great pity that not
more members had supported the event. A special word of th anks must go Parry
Jones  for organising the braai once again.
   Those attending and enjoying the company were 4726 Dickie and Betty Dyer ,
4853 Fred and Margaret Punter , 5248 Alan and Pauline Lane , 5358 Mick York ,
5662 Barry and 200715 JeannieHenson , 6449 Ted and Roz Crawford , 6609 Parry
Jones  and Kate Simmons , 6880 Bert and Katherine Hilliard , 6905 Peter Phillips ,
7207 Arnold and 203679 PaulaWoolley , 7211 Peter Biddulph and è

June & Alan Crook

4284 Syd Hubbard
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Maggie Mitchell, 7391 Alan and LynToms ,
7751 Alan and June Crook , 8307 Flash
Firth  and Jeanette McMeeken , 9086 Tony
Granger  and Penny Timmis , 9102 Ian and
JacquieMcLaren , Associate Claire
McLaren and  Jason Allen , Associate Rhett
McLaren , Celia McLaren and 10222 Peter
and Jody Dyer .

                           5248 Alan Lane

Left - Ted & Roz
Crawford with
Mick York.
Right - sartorially
elegant Tony
Granger playing
at being a waiter

The Reunion Centre

The three Alans - Toms, Crook & Lane

Arnold & Paula Wooley

Peter Phillips with Jeannie & Barry Henson

(2853) Jean Illingworth - in loving memory of father, Co l. H Jackson
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Bert & Katherine Hilliard
with Flash Firth &
Jeanette McMeekin

Dickie Dyer
was happy
with his win …

while Barry
Henson

was checking
for his

Maggie Mitchell, Margaret Punter, Parry Jones, Mick York, Kate Simmons & Pauline Lane
sorting out the raffle prizes. Gerry Paxton & June Crook relaxing

(2853) Jean Illingworth - in loving memory of father, Co l. H Jackson
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(6772) Mary Langran - in loving memory of Tim Langran

Irish Gathering
Once again SandyStokes  put his house and grounds, on the family farm at Clonme l,
at the disposal of the Association on 6 September for the 13th Irish Gathering. The
day started out cool and cloudy but by afternoon it w as lovely and sunny and the
garden was enjoyed by all.

In previous years the ladies had done a stalwart job i n doing the catering and
cleaning-up but this year they were given a break and the catering was done by
Merecia Fitzgerald  who hitherto had provided boerewors to the Gathering an d who
is now in catering. Merecia did an excellent job in p roviding the Friday night snacks
for the traditional Irish music night and also for the S aturday lunch. Everyone was
thus free to enjoy themselves.

Biff Way  performed the function of MC and Raffle Master in his usual professional
manner, assisted by Marie Berry , and raised the sum of €191 for Association funds.
Thanks, Biff and Marie, and also to those who provided some great prizes for the
raffle. Some last minute apologies were received and attendance was a little down on
last year.

Present were: 4583 Paddy Leen , 4853 Fred Punter , 5272 Pat Deasy , 5508
Gordon and EveNorris , 5584 John and Marie Berry  and Nicky Hall (guest), 5586
Sandy Stokes , 5615 Tom and Joan Meekin  and Corinne Meekin  (guest), 5625 Biff
and Annetta Way , 5681 Robin and CaroleHarvey , 5917 Rod and Laura Finnegan ,
6100 John and Dulcie Foster , 6264 Bob and Kathryn Flynn , 6905 Peter Phillips ,

è

British South Africa Police Association Irish Gathering, Clonmel 6 September 2014

On pages 31 and 32 Left to right. Kneeling/Sitting  M Fitzgerald, G Long, S Long, K Flynn,
J Meekin, W Kavanagh, A Way, M Berry, C Harvey, L Finnigan, M Mitchell, E Norris. Standing
S Stokes, L Toms, C Meekin, C Kavanagh, B Flynn, P O’Hara, G Norris, R Harvey.Back Row  B
Way, J Berry, A Toms, P Biddulph, P Deasy, T Meekin, R Finnigan, J Foster, D Foster, T Devoy,
M Drury, P Phillips, L. Burrow, F Punter, P Leen, N Hall
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7211 Peter Biddulph  and Maggie Mitchell, 7348 Peter O’Hara  and guest Malcolm
Drury  (Army), 7391 Alan and Lynn Toms , 8196 Tom Devoy , 9207 Garth and Sandy
Long , 9591 Les Burrow , FR 23361 ChrisKavanagh  and WFR WendyKavanagh .
Thanks to those who travelled a long way. Like Rod Finnigan  from Harare, who
I last saw many years ago and those from the UK, including Honorary Life President
Peter Phillips , Deputy Chairman Alan Toms , Almoner Peter Biddulph  and Fred
Punter  who is responsible for the photograph. Apologies were received from 4209
Julian Burkitt , 4789 Mike Crawford , 4896 Frank Sadlier , and Associates Joan
Matchett , Stan and Ann Mills .
The next Gathering will be on Saturday 5 September 2015.

                     5584 John Berry
[I regret the quality of the photograph that was suppl ied. It has been enhanced as far as
I am able. It does illustrate the importance of taking photographs intended for
reproduction with as high a resolution as possible. Mobile phone cameras are rarely
satisfactory for this purpose. - Ed.]

New South Wales Reunion 2015

The Australia Branch of the BSAP Regimental Association is arranging a UDI 50th
Anniversary reunion from 13 to 16 November 2015 at Coffs Harbour, New South
Wales. John Edmonds will be doing a sing-along at a braai on Friday evening and a
performance on Saturday night (subject to confirmation).

Accommodation at Sanctuary Resort has been provisionally booked to
accommodate up to 105 people, depending on sharing etc. There are numerous
relatively inexpensive motels and hotels in Coffs Harbour, and I have copied an
e-mail from Mandy Fisher with information about the resort.  Check out
http://www.coffsharbourmotel.com.au/coffs-harbour-motel-fa cilities-accommodation-
coffs-harbour/
To attend this reunion, contact 8755 Alan Hadfield  <alan@ppeheads.com.au>

(5479) Jan Leach - in loving memory of Michael
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……We’re Not Afraid of Lions
This autobiography of 5305 Chris
Carver  (served 1954 to 1977) mostly
covering his life in Rhodesia, including
service in the BSAP, the terrorist war
and two chapters on Kariba as well as
other matters of interest. Various
reviews say this book is well written in
a very easy-to-read style and described
as gripping, interesting and at times
highly amusing. A trip down memory
lane for members who were serving at
that time.

Available from Amazon @ £7.99.
Kindle @ £1.87.

(5479) Jan Leach - in loving memory of Michael

Advertisement

Hwange Conservation Society

The Hwange Conservation Society is a UK registered charity (No. 1 036153) set up
in 1992 to support Zimbabwe’s Hwange (Wankie) National Park (H NP). We have
raised over £100,000 to help HNP, its wildlife and the people wh o work there. The
society has funded 30+ diesel engines, fuel for water holes, a dar t rifle and drugs
for anti-poaching, spare parts, uniforms, help for the school a nd local community.
We’ve funded a vegetable garden at Main Camp School allowing the  pupils to grow
vegetables, some of which are sold to provide funds for school equi pment.
We’ve helped start a small shop and a chicken-raising project, w ith the chickens
being sold to local safari camps. We take great pride in concent rating on projects
which are sustainable and of long-term benefit to the Park.

The charity is run by volunteers who take no payment. Operating from t heir
homes and using their own computers, telephones, etc., mean s there are no
overheads such as office rent and salaries; therefore all money ra ised goes directly
to helping HNP and its wildlife. We can get donations into Zimb abwe duty free and
these, monetary and otherwise, are channelled through total ly reliable sources
ensuring that everything reaches its intended destination.

Despite our achievements, more help is needed and we are asking  wildlife lovers
everywhere to support our work – please join us in our fight to help H NP and its
wildlife. Membership starts from £12 pa. If you can help in any way, o r would like
further information, please contact Anne Wilkinson, Spotted D og Cottage, Whorlton,
Barnard Castle, Co. Durham DL12 8XQ UK, by e-mail to charitsau b@yahoo.co.uk or
visit www.hwangecons.org.uk.
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Sailing on Lake Kariba

In the mid fifties I had two temporary postings to Karib a when the dam was being
built, and in 1966 I was posted there as Member i/c. I  then saw the lake for the first
time. It was far, far bigger than I imagined, in fact 17 4 miles long and 20 miles wide.
I love sailing and I vowed that I would, one day, b uild a yacht and sail the full length
of the lake with my family. In 1977 I
retired and did just that. I was living
and working in Bulawayo.

The yacht I built was a trailer/
sailer. It was based on a Matilda
design but modified to suit Kariba
conditions. Essentially I dispensed
with two quarter berths that ran
under the cockpit seats, shortened
the cabin by two feet and extend
the cockpit so that the cockpit seats
could be made into bunks. This gave
us four berths, two in the fore cabin
and two in the cockpit with enough
space in between for a galley and
loo. The conversion worked
exceptionally well and four of us were very comfortable.  I also dispensed with the
bowsprit and raked the bow forward to give it more buoyan cy in the front, essential
for the Kariba swell, and made it look much more streamline d. She was 20 ft long
with an 8 ft beam and we named her Scorpio.

Every year we drove to Kariba for a two week sailing hol iday, that is Moira, my
wife, our son, Michael and youngest daughter Nicola. (Our eldest daughter, Susan,
was at varsity in SA). We normally went in April/May wh en the rains had stopped, it
was not too hot or too cold and the winds were fair. W e went with two other families
with small cruisers not only for the company but also so  that we could help each
other if we got into trouble. There were no rescue facili ties, especially for the upper
part of the lake. We left Bulawayo early in the morning and travelled in convoy to
Msuna on the Zambezi at the very top of the lake. There  is a fishing camp with a
slipway. We usually arrived mid-afternoon, rigged the bo ats and ran them into the
water. It was too late to start so we slept the night  on board moored to the bank.
The following morning we breakfasted and when everybody was ready started on
our journey.

The first part was 20 miles down Devils Gorge. The gorge is too narrow for sailing
so we went under motor. Scorpio had an inboard Stewart Turn er motor and the noise
from the exhaust bounced back off the sides of the go rge which became very
tiresome after a while. The 20 miles normally took us abou t five hours. We emerged
from the gorge opposite Mlibizi and hoisted sail for th e first time. The silence after
the noise of the engines was heavenly.

4468 Frank Maguire - in memory of Eddie Matchett
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Milibizi is a fishing resort with chalets and a hotel . It is well known for its croc.
population. This part of the lake is a lagoon, 12 mile s long by 3 miles wide half of
which belongs to Zambia. The prevailing wind came straight down onto our nose so
it was beating into the wind all the way. We could only do short tacks as there were
trees along the shoreline. Eventually we made it to th e top, did a sharp left hand turn
(port) through a narrow gap into the lake proper. Here we met the swell. The Kariba
swell can vary from about one foot to seven feet in a wind. It is fine so long as you
understand it. It can be very short, that is the dista nce from crest to crest is only
about 16 feet. I have seen motor boats sunk because t he cox underestimated the
swell and slowed up too fast letting the following wave break over the stern,
swamping the boat. Luckily we had no such problem in a yacht. Our main concern
was cutting through the swell and our re-shaped bows d id it perfectly, throwing the
water out to the sides.

It took us five days sailing down the lake towards K ariba, that is sailing during the
day and mooring up at night. We spent the nights at B inga back harbour, Mawende
River, Honeymoon Bay, Fothergill Island and finally Kariba. It was beating almost all
the way but we found a wind change as we passed Bumi and were able to put up
our spinnaker. In the Sengwe Basin the wind can sometimes be very strong creating
large waves. This is caused by the wind being forced through the Narrows where the
lake is only three miles wide and then opens into the  basin where it is 20 miles wide.
We were beating into these waves in a force six but I found taking in one reef on the
main’sl, reducing its size by about 10% made beating much easier and less strain on
the rudder. This is where the re-shaped bows really came into their own, throwing
the water out to the sides with the odd wave breaking  over the top and being
deflected by the baffles on the cabin roof. This was real sailing.

For our night stops we had a routine. We would tie to trees about 50 yards from
the shore to avoid the midges. To start with all three b oats would tie together and
we would break out a sundowner, or two, or three. My tip ple was always brandy and
Kariba, Kariba being scooped out of the lake. Then at supper time the three wives
would club together and in the three galleys knock up  our dinner. These were
wonderful get-togethers when we would discuss the day ’s sailing. We would then
split up for the night, tying to our own trees and in the morning, after breakfast, set
off again. One of the beautiful aspects of Kariba is that it is very sparsely populated.
Indeed apart from Mlibizi, Binga and Bumi, there are only  a few Batonka fishing
villages and you sometimes see a few fishermen. Otherwise there is nothing except
big game and there is plenty of that all the way. From the Narrows, past Bumi to the
Matusadona and Fothergill Island you are virtually in a game reserve. We found we
could sail quite close to it at times but as soon as the wind ruffled the sails, it ran
away. The best time was waking up in the morning to the  call of the fish eagle. Such
a plaintiff call, and so African.

A full account of these trips and description of Scorpio is included in my book;
We’re not Afraid of Lions, available from Amazon or Kindle.

5305 Chris Carver

(4942) Ivy Marriott - in loving memory of husband, Trevor
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See further details on page 32

(4180) Jeanne May - in loving memory of husband, Rick
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Vellies or Boots (Careful - very strong language)

Let me tell you something for free. When it came to bein g a world leader in the
yugely important stuff, it wasn't just having the bes t tobacco and meat that set us
apart. Over and above the world's largest deposits of coal, copper, chrome, Matopos
cheese, your orange mivi and being number one in Bengal Juice, not to mention our
ability at sanctions-busting. There is another Rhadeezjun institution that still fails to
get the recognition it so well deserves, and I don't mean the tinned sausages from
Colcom, because, let's face it, that kak had enough nitrate in it to make a topnotch
landmine. No man. Catch a wake up or you'll kitchaklap one time, ekse.
    I'm obviously talking about the velskoen. Let's also make one thing very clear
right from the start. It is velskoen, hey, not veldskoe n. The whole teapot-shaped
spot we lived in was veld, except for the Barbour's te aroom kuchala lapaside Bamba
bloody Zonke and us Rhadeezjuns do not like stating the obvious. We left that to the
Poms who called their version the veldskoen, pronounced felt-skoo-when. Our
velskoen is so named because it is made from leather, which is vel in Afriks and, as
any good Rhadeezja will tell you, it is pronounced vellie to rhyme with smelly, which
it usually was.

Rhadeezja offered okes a wide range of recreational footwear; your basic Bata
takkie with white toecap, which was for chops. Next was the black hockey boot, as
favoured by hockey poofs and various members of the armed forces, mostly the
ones who could kill you just by looking at you. There  was the Super-Pro, worn
largely by Rhadeezja's Greek community and anyone else who played basketball.
But above all came the vellie.
    When I was a when-we, every oke I knew had a pai r. Vellies came in one colour -
beige - had two lace holes each side, with colour-co-ordinated laces and a long
tongue that always fucked off sideways no matter what  you did. Grown-ups would
rock the vellie with the long sock that matched the i ncumbent safari suit and possibly
a comb or pipe in said sock to look extra suave, which we pronounced swave. Main
okes would wear the vellie with no socks whatsoever. Because if you went bundu-
bashing in your vellies with socks on, you soon discovered that Rhadeezja had more
blackjacks than all the coal, copper, chrome and other put together. Once a sock,
even a world famous in Rhadeezja rugby tiger’s sock, has been attacked by
blackjacks it is fucked for keeps, strue's bob. This is true even if all the bundu-
bashing you ever did was in the vlei, there by Kohll' s spot in McMeekan Road, Milton
Park. Also, the main okes who never washed or shaved and were, in true Rhadeezjan
fashion, the best soldiers the world had ever seen, never ever wore socks, and we
liked to copy them. They took their vellies seriously, hey, those mabroeke. A number
one shamwari of mine needed to be casevacced in the hondo, and his only worry
was that they'd leave his vellies behind in the rush  to get him medical attention.
    Breaking in a pair of vellies was maningi indaba. You always got a blister on your
heel, always. I don't care who you are. A blister that  popped and rotted and seeped
and oozed. But you just had to when-we your way throu gh it with a dab of red muti

(4180) Jeanne May - in loving memory of husband, Rick
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to help, until you could pick off the piece of hard skin and chew on it thoughtfully.
Eventually your feet got used to the vellies, never t he other way round.
    ‘Why are you limping Steven?’ ‘Gorrablisterma.’ ‘A what Steven?’ ‘A blister ma.’
‘What from Steven?’ ‘What's what from ma?’ ‘The bloody blister Steven, that's what.’
‘How did you get a blister?’ ‘Oh that ma, sorry hey. My  new vellies ma, it's eina hey?’
‘Have you thought of wearing socks my boy?’ ‘Socks ma? With vellies? No ways man.
Who wears socks with vellies?’ ‘Normal people Steven.’ ‘Not in Rhadeezja ma,
nowaysI'mtellingyou.’

With time, the inside of your vellies would turn a dark  shiny smooth brown,
varnished by sweat, blisters and in the worst cases infection, and then they were at
their very best. Fitted like gloves, even if they did  klunk a bit. ‘Are those your feet
Steven?’ June would ask suspiciously, sniffing the air cautiously. ‘Ja of course ma,
how would I get someone else's feet?’ ‘I mean that st ench my boy. Is that your feet
I can smell?’ ‘No ma, it's not my feet, it's my vellies .’  ‘Well put them outside then.’
‘What ma? My feet?’ ‘Not your feet man, your vellies.’ ‘Oh. They are outside ma.
Sorry ma.’ ‘Didn't I tell you to wear socks?’ ‘Ja ma, you did, but no-one wears vellies
with socks. I alredditoljoo.’

Those broken in soft-as-slippers vellies were stupendous man. Horse-riding there
by Waterfields, riding your bike, wearing into town to the flicks, trout fishing in
Inyanga, any occasion up to and including semi-formal.  The best footwear ever.
When I had my bar mitzvah, June and I had a murra fight b ecause she would not
under any bloody circumstances let me wear my made-to-measure by Solly grey bar
mitzvah suit with my vellies. ‘I don't care how bloody  clean they are. Do I make
myself clear Steven?’

If you wore your vellies with shorts, you looked like a farmer or a big white
hunter. If you wore your vellies with your Lee jeans, y ou looked so smooth you could
slide up the kopje. But if you wore your vellies with  your speedos, you just looked
like a doos. That's what slip-slops were for.
    These days you can buy vellies in every colour under the sun, made from kudus
and zebras and all sorts of whatnot. Even gwarras wear them. I'm as emancipated as
the next when-we and see nothing wrong with same-sex marriage and etcetera but
gwarras in vellies? They'll want to bloody vote next. I just want a pair of vellies in
original beige, made from the outside of a mombi, thick s ole stitched on, with two
holes in each side for the matching laces, a tongue that fucked off sideways no
matter what I do and a murra blister waiting in the back of each one. They'll last me
until the end of my days or at least until my memory goes , whichever comes first.

Bloganoceros

A man phoned his mother in Scotland. ‘Mum, how are you?’ ‘No t too good,’ said his mother.
‘I've been very weak.’ The son asked, ‘Why are you so weak?’  She replied, ‘Because I
haven't eaten in 38 days’. The son said, ‘That's terrible. Why h aven't you eaten in 38
days?’ His mother answered, ‘Because, I didn't want my mouth t o be full in case you
should phone’.

5725 Phil Mead
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5615 Tom Meekin

Jack Bacon’s Zimbabwe Visit

I recently visited Zimbabwe. Harare Airport had to cope w ith three airline arrivals at
the same time. Not a good thing as the staff could no t cope, and some people waited
for ages to get through Immigration etc. There was no wate r in the washrooms and
the lighting was on half power.

There is a new dual carriageway from the airport which just  petered out. No street
lighting was evident and almost every other lamp standa rd was either bent over or
lying on the ground, presumably from accidents. This was the pattern throughout the
city.

Harare itself has changed considerably in the five years I had been away. The
whole place seems to have deteriorated, and looked run down despite a few new
buildings.

Only some traffic lights were working. Working or not, di d not seem to make any
difference to the traffic flow, as some drivers just sai led through the red light
regardless. The potholes have to be seen to be believed and my son, Dave's Pajero
bottomed on some of them which shook us all up. Hordes of vendors were evident at
most intersections, mostly trying to flog Zimbabwe flags  and other rubbish.

Town House looked very scruffy and could have done with some paint. The
Avenues were slightly better in appearance, and the Gun Hill area is not too bad.
I thought the Police Golf Course looked in good shape.

Highlands Police Station looked immaculate - I was most surprised, and mentioned
this to my son. He said a private company had offered t o do it up as it looked terrible,
and Government funds were not forthcoming. They did a goo d job and were allowed
to place their Company sign on the fence to advertise their work. It was noticeable
that outside most of the police houses there was a min ibus. I have since been told that
most of them belonged to policemen who employed drivers and ran a taxi business on
the side.

Sam Levy's village seems to be the meeting place for most of the remaining whites,
it being a popular place for Saturday morning breakfast. It is well laid out and has
many pleasant features, palm trees, waterfalls, etc givi ng a tranquil effect. I was
walking around when a voice called my name and there was Bryan Wilson,
(ex Armaments staff) and we chatted for a few minutes.

I was surprised to hear that Larvon Bird Gardens out at McIlwaine (I don't like the
new name) was still operating, and we went to visit. A very pleasant morning was
spent, ending up in their tea garden overlooking the l ake. We later went along past
the old Police Yacht Club where I was horrified to see a tree growing out of the
harbour wall. It was not there six years ago. The late I an Cook who constructed the
wall would have had a fit. The whole place looked run  down. The Mazoe Sailing Club
looked alright, but there were no members present at the t ime of our visit. Now I
come to think of it I did not notice any sailing craf t either!

I saw the new Zimbabwe Defence College on the Mazoe road. A huge development
surrounded by a massive wall. From the road about a dozen great mansions with
balconies and other buildings could be seen. The resources could have been used to
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Diary Dates

Ÿ First Tuesday of every month the VSC Social evening starting at 17:30.
Ÿ 9 November 2014 - Remembrance Day, St Margaret’s, Westminster.
Ÿ 15 November 2014 - South Coast Gathering from 12:00 to 18:00.

Contact Steve Murray - e-mail: <sabona_sjm@btinternet.com> or
telephone: 01794 521894.

Ÿ 2 December 2014 - BSAP Christmas Sundowner at The Victory Services
Club from 17:30 - Members and their guests welcome.

Ÿ 4 January 2015 North-West lunch, noon at Feildens Arms, Mellowbrook
near Blackburn BB2 7PR. Tel. 01254 814655. The original date of 14
December has been cancelled. Contact Rod Wilson for further
information (see page 50 for details).

Ÿ 15 February 2015 - Deadline for the Spring Outpost, Issue 89.
Ÿ 10 March 2015 North-West lunch, noon at at Feildens Arms, Mellowbrook

near Blackburn BB2 7PR. Tel. 01254 814655. Contact Rod Wilson for
further information (see page 50 for details).

Ÿ 5 September 2015 - Irish Gathering - details in later is sues.

6985 Tony Mitchell

build a superb new hospital. I did not see any movemen t inside so it is possibly a
white elephant!

Harare is spreading and new houses are going up just about everywhere and the
suburbs are expanding. Vlei soil does not seem to matter and the houses go up
regardless. Town Planning appears to have gone by the board and and domestic
houses are built next to a used car lot, a shop and o ther house, or a factory. The
climate though is still wonderful - blue skies and bri lliant sunshine.

All the Africans I spoke with were very pleasant despite the hard life most were
experiencing. The wealth some of the elite have accumulated is staggering - huge
mansions, several Mercedes/Range Rovers etc.

It was all very interesting, but a bit sad.
    5111 Jack Bacon

Do you have a cottage or caravan to let?
Do you have items you no longer need that members

might appreciate?
Sell your unwanted items through an advert in

and get cash.
The rates are low and you know your readership.
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Photo Gallery

4583 Paddy Leen 4916 William Lamb

5345 Sammy Symes

Additional photos are urgently needed to enhance th e gallery and members are
requested to send copies to Alan Lane at lanepanda@aol.com preferably at full
resolution or to 109 Buckingham Gardens, West Molesey, Surrey KT8 1TN.

5914 Michael Feeny 5936 Roger Capper 5947 Martin Edwards

In memory of Henry Wolhuter

5314 Keith Crute

4799 Charlie Sutton

5305 Chris Carver
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(4743) June Morgan - in loving memory of husband, John
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Your Letters
The Editor declares the right to edit, or decline to ack nowledge or print letters.

Anonymous letters will not be used, but members may opt to  have their identity withheld.
Advertisements should be sent to the Asst HonSec. with the appropriate fee.

Dear Parry, Thank you for including our new group, The South C oast Group. Due
to comm’s break down, I did not know if Jenny or myself (Organiser ) would be
sending you details, non the less, thank you for including us. It wa s a great honour
to have Tim attend and he was made very welcome, I would say, over  welcomed.
He as you can appreciate tires quickly. Thanks goes to Mo’ Paine fo r bringing him
along. We all enjoyed meeting up again with friends and family , who all speak the
same language! Apologies were received from Keith and Barbara  Addison, Keith was
awaiting, or had hernia surgery! Thanks to all who attended and  assisted on the
day, and to Jenny, who took the photo’s!
There is one anomaly, on page 38 top right hand corner re Dave Ke nnedy
welcoming our new group! eg. We wish them well in their efforts a nd...?
Look forward to the next issue! Note! ( Don’t like the obituaries p ages)
My contact details are as follows:
Stephen (Steve) James Murray, 5 Test House, Hollman Drive, Romse y SO51 8ET
Tel: 01794521894  Email sabonasjm@btinternet.com
 Yours sincerely, Steve Murray, 26841Z PR/PATU, RGSM ZM

Parry, In July 2014 I was staying in Scottburgh KwaZulu-Natal R SA with my son
and his family. On Friday 25 I was invited to a lunch very kindly o rganised on my
behalf by Barry Woan  with eight other ex-BSAP at Scottburgh Country Club. There
was a short speech of welcome by Barry then I was presented with a book wr itten
by Ed Bird entitled Special Branch War. [Recently advertised in The UK Ou tpost,
and a good read. - Ed.] A very good meal with lots of whenwe.

Herewith
photograph of
luncheon and
names as follows
starting at the
top of the table
and working
round anti-

clockwise - 8157 Barry Woan , 7359 Bertie Cubitt , 7110 Ed Bird , 5888 Neville
Cook, 33352 PR Digger  Flavell  (90 years of age), 6233 Courtney  Walton , 5794
Jac Parker , 5042 Peter Arnold , 7229 Des Howes .

Also on Thursday 17 July I was with my daughter, Nicola and her fami ly, in
Mtunzini (also in KwaZulu-Natal), 6578 Ken Mackay  and his wife Monica, old
friends of ours, came down from Empangeni to have lunch with us – th ey are both
very well and we had a lunch full of laughter.

7359 Bertie Cubitt

(4743) June Morgan - in loving memory of husband, John
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Greetings Parry, Hearty congratulations on the way the Outpost go es from strength
to strength and is always such a pleasure to read and to look forwar d to. Well done.
This latest, Issue 87 - Summer 2014 was excellent but marred by the sad new s in
the obituaries of so many that I knew well and had much respect for.
Names that struck home with sadness were: Tony Machan who was in Depot w ith me
although a couple of squads behind and a good man, Bill Ellway wh om I first met
when I was stationed at Inyanga in 1960 and he was i/c Camp in Umtal i, Paddy
Blanchfield, Peter Langham (Depot would have been a different place wit hout him
and Smudge livening up our lives!), Keith Nortje (from my brief Salisb ury days
between various district postings) and of course Rob Skae, also fr om Depot days but
coincidentally ending up in Grahamstown at Rhodes University on ly a short distance
from where I am in Bathurst. (No Thirst Like Bathurst!)
But the man who struck the deepest chord in both Brenda and me was the sad  loss
of Eric Collier – a gentleman of note! While in Depot when others had the d istinction
of going up to Nyasaland for their jollies, 9 squad 1958 drew the sho rt straw and
were trundled off to Goromonzi area and then up to Sipolilo where we wav ed the
flag and showed off to the local populace with our expertise in riot d rill and teargas
demonstrations. Eric, who at that time was an Inspector, was in c harge of our
motley crew with overall command, if I remember correctly, in the hand s of Chalkie
White. This was the start of a longstanding respect and relationshi p with Eric who
was always keenly conscious of the welfare of those in his command – a  true officer.
When I was later transferred to Inyanga in what was then Umtali Dist rict, Eric
followed as OC Umtali District. When Nationalist unrest was stir ring in the Inyanga
district a mobile column commanded by Eric was dispatched from U mtali, once again
to wave the flag. I was seconded to the column as the local attache. Aga in I had his
backing and support in my suggestions and local information t hat sometimes did not
conform to the ideas of a couple of the NCOs present. Some time later, when I  was at
Odzi and had just passed my promotion exam to Sergeant I was involv ed in a
motorbike accident while on an investigation in the TTL. I woke up a cou ple of days
later in Umtali Hospital and had regular visits from Eric, the bo ss himself. As a result
of the accident I missed my scheduled promotion interview before the boa rd. I was
still in hospital when the promotions board convened a special int erview for me in
Salisbury and Eric arranged a staff car from Umtali to go throu gh to Salisbury in
plaster and on crutches - have you ever tried saluting when you’re supp orted by a
pair of crutches? To my knowledge, never before in the history of the corp s has a
lowly Constable sat in the back seat of the OC’s chauffeured car with  both the OC and
the Constable diligently applying spit and polish to the Constab le’s leather-work to
bring it up to the standard expected by the board, the A/Sergeant driver  casting
amazed glances in the rearview mirror and clearly thinking that I mu st be the most
important Constable he’d ever seen !
When we ended up in the UK we kept in touch with Eric either through the
Association or his horse rescue organisation in Essex but, sadly , once we moved out to
South Africa, contact became sporadic. A sad loss. He will be miss ed.
Best wishes,

5907 Pete Wilson ¢
6360 John Moxham
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[Many thanks for your letter and kind comments about The UK Outpost. I also knew Tony
Machan from Salisbury Enquiry Section and Information Room days. I didn't have the privilege
of knowing Eric so well, but I have heard nothing but  good said about him.
When I was in Driving School, having passed-out a couple of weeks earlier, but still resident in
Depot, I broke my leg. While recuperating and still on crutches, I was chauffeured to PGHQ
each day, and back, by the Commandant, AComm RJV Bailey. At PGHQ I worked for Ron Dick
(another gentleman). I can confirm that attempting to sa lute on the march while using crutches
is a total disaster and should be banned. How I didn 't go a over t, I will never know. - Ed.]

New Members and Change of Details

The following are new members, and others who have changed contact details. I am
sure that you are fully aware that these details are confidential  to members of the
BSAP Association, and should not be revealed to others without the express prior
permission of the member concerned.
New members
WP403 Lyn LlewellaGillwald  née Thomas, 49 Beech Road, Wheatley, OX33 1UR
Mob: 07891517842 E-mail: lyngilly@gmail.com
Assoc. Anthony James M (Jamie)Lowther-Pinkerton
Assoc. Frank WilliamHarrison , The Annexe, Roughay Farm, Upham, Southampton
SO32 1JP  Tel: 01962 777048  Mob. 07769748641
E-mail: anotherdragonwind@gmail.com

Change of details
5584 John Berry , 46, North Glebe, Kildare Town, Ireland  Tel: 00353 45 527870
6090 Neville (Paddy) and BeverleyGardiner , Unit 67 St Ives Northshore, 177
Dampier Avenue, Kallaroo 6025 Perth, Western Australia  Tel: 0061 8 6406 1753
E-mail: oznevbev1@optusnet.com.au
21252Z John Emmerson , 1 Stable Yard Cottages, Chipchase Castle, Wark, Hexham
Northumberland  AL10 9JA Tel: 07766 488916
Assoc. Barret Anthony (Ants) Riley , 40 Bramble Road, Ellenbrook, Hatfield AL10 92A
Tel: 01707 695675  Mob: 07766 4889  E-mail: ant.and.v icky2@ntlworld.com

A Scots Bring and Braai
My wife and l run the Scottish Branch of Rhodesians Worldwide in Scotland. We meet
for a braai/ luncheon on the first Saturday of each month from noon. They are a bring
and braai and are held at our house (unfortunately we a re not on a bus route - out in
the sticks). We try to braai from March - October and in November to February we
usually meet up at a restaurant in Livingston. If anyo ne would like to attend the
braais or lunches, please get in touch robertminchin@hotmail.co.uk and we will give
you further details, including directions to Tarbrax.

8405 Rob Minchin

556 Caroline Witts
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Obituaries
I t is with regret that we report the following deaths.

The Chairman and committee, on behalf of all members, extend
their sympathy to family and friends of those who have departed.

5267 Norman Stewart (Jock) Burns Belatedly we report the death of Norman on
22 November 2013 in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. Norman, who was not a
member of the Association, joined the Force on 27 June 1954 and served most of his
career in the CID in Bulawayo and Salisbury. He retired on 27 June 1976 with the
rank of DCInsp. and took up an appointment with the D airy Marketing Board in
Rhodesia. He later moved to South Africa where he was Security Manager for Natal
Co-operative Dairies based in Pietermaritzburg.

10111 Dennis George Von Broembsen  died on 25 May 2014 in Johannesburg,
South Africa. Dennis served from 4 July 1977 to 4 July 1980 leaving at his own
request as a PO.

7912 Clive Frederick Neil Clifton-Parks  died on 1 July 2014 in Pietermaritzburg,
KwaZulu, Natal. Clive, who was not a member of the Association, served from 2
February 1968 to 31 March 1978 leaving on gratuity with  the rank of Insp.(T). Clive
served in the Pioneer Branch of the Force which took him to various stations around
the country.

110964 Trevor Glen Ashby  died on 14 July 2014 in Durban, South Africa. Trevor
served from 20 August 1979 to 31 July 1980 when he tran sferred to the ZRP where
he served until 20 November 1980 leaving that Force as a PO.

Elizabeth Sheriff  It is with regret that we advise the death of Elizab eth, wife of
4024 SAC Ted Sheriff on 29 July 2014 in Barnstaple, Devon, England.

5089 Brian Anthony Isgar  died, aged 79, on 31 July 2014 in Durbanville, Cape
Town, South Africa. Brian served from 9 August 1953 to 17 April 1957 leaving at his
own request with the rank of Cst.

5370 Richard James (Dick) O’Brien  died on 6 August 2014 in Johannesburg,
South Africa. Dick served from 7 July 1955 to 7 July 1959 mostly in Bulawayo, leaving
with the rank of Cst.

5444 Christopher John Stone  died, aged 77, on 9 August 2014 in Cape Town,
South Africa. Chris served from 4 March 1956 to 17 November 1962 leaving at his
own request with the rank of Sgt. He was a member of the  Staff Branch based at
PGHQ and later Umtali DHQ.

7108 Alastair John (Mac) MacKenzie  died, aged 68, on 14 August 2014 at
Constantia, Cape Town, South Africa. Mac served from 8 June 1964 to 31 July 1980
when he transferred to the ZRP where he served until 15 August 1980 leaving that
Force with the rank of Insp.

In memory of Rickie May
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6222 Robert (Rob) Traill  died, aged 73, on 28 August 2014 in Cape Town, South
Africa. Rob, who was a long standing member of the Western Cape Branch of the
Association, served from 31 October 1960 to 31 July 1980 when he transferred to the
ZRP where he served until 12 June 1982 leaving that Force with the rank of Insp.

5109 Maurice Peter Aked  died, aged 79, on 28 August 2014 in Kelowana, British
Colombia, Canada. Maurice, who was a member of the UK Branch of
the Association, served from 30 August 1953 to 30 December 1963
mainly in Salisbury, leaving on gratuity with the rank of Sgt. Maurice
was awarded a Commissioner’s Special Commendation for his
display of courage, devotion to duty and complete dis regard for his
personal safety in effecting the arrest of an African ri oter in the face
of a hostile and stone-throwing mob in Harare Township, Salisbury
in 1960. Maurice emigrated to Canada and after a time wi th
Pinkertons, joined the Canadian Indian Affairs Department where he
rose to senior rank.

4149 Robert George (Bob) Kerswell  died, aged 88, on 14 September 2014 in
Shropshire, England. Bob, who was a member of the UK Branch of the Association and
until 2006 the Mashonaland Branch, attested on 28 December 1946 spending most of
his service in the CID. He left the force on 6 February 1957 on gratuity with the rank of
DSubInsp. After leaving the force, Bob qualified and took up a career in the legal
profession, eventually becoming a partner of a Salisbury legal firm. In 1971 he took up
the honorary role of Legal Advisor to the Regimental Association. He was a renowned
breeder and exhibitor of British bulldogs and was multi Best in Show winner. He
became President of the then Rhodesia Kennel Club and later the President of the
Kennel Union of Southern Africa.

4696 Anthony William Austen (Tony) Down  died, aged 84,
on 17 September 2014 in Vredenburg, Western Cape, South
Africa. Tony served from 12 March 1951 to 8 January 1962
leaving on gratuity with the rank of Sgt. During his s ervice Tony
was stationed at Bulawayo Urban and Gwanda, before transfer to
Morris Depot as an Instructor. He also served in Salisbury District
at Beatrice, Norton, Marandellas, Mount Darwin and in Salisbury
Urban (Liquor and Drugs) and was Public Prosecutor at the
Salisbury Courts.

In memory of Dave Sloman
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6521 John Philip Bursby  died on 21 September 2014 in Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
England. John served from 6 November 1961 to 5 November 1966 leaving at his own
request with the rank of PO to join the Immigration Depa rtment. During his service
he was posted to Matabeleland districts, including Fort Tuli and West Nicholson and
ended up as public prosecutor in Gwanda. He emigrated to Canada and went into
banking, which carried him to a London investment banki ng career. He retired to
Thailand, but returned to the United Kingdom for health re asons. Chris Johnson and
Peter Biddulph represented the Association at John’s funeral.

9201 Kurt Rene Kreuter  died, aged 58, on 22 September 2014 in Johannesburg,
South Africa. Kurt served from 25 June 1974 to 24 June 1977 leaving at his own
request with the rank of PO. He emigrated to South Afric a where he trained and
practised as a paramedic, a career which was cut short by his death.

4747 Gerard William (Gerry) Day PMM  died on 5 October 2014 in Kenton,
Eastern Cape, South Africa. Gerry attested on 22 June 1951 and served at a number
of stations in Matabeleland Province until his appointment to Superintendent in 1969.
He then served in Midlands and Salisbury Provinces and at PGHQ as Staff Officer
(Promotions). Promoted to Assistant Commissioner in 1977 he served until 31 July
1980 when he transferred to the ZRP where he served until 17 July 1982 retiring
from that Force as Officer Commanding, Matabeleland.

In memory of Mac McGuinness
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BSAP Association Contacts
United Kingdom Branch - Committee

Chairman: 6737 Mike Coleman , 2 Knights Way, Great Dunmow CM6 1UL
Tel: 01371 874800  Fax: 01371 875279  Mob: 07831 413430
E-mail: chairman.uk@bsap.org

Deputy Chairman and Trustee:  7391 Alan Toms , High Trees, Manor Road,
Wickhamford, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 7SA
Tel: 01386 831541  E-mail: dep.chairman.uk@bsap.org

Hon. Secretary:  5662 Barry Henson , 30 Hilltop Drive, Oakham LE15 6NF
Tel: 01572 770331  E-mail: hon.sec.uk@bsap.org

Assistant Secretary and Quartermaster:  7359 Bertie Cubitt , Fritton 55 Church
Road, Elmstead, Nr. Colchester, Essex CO7 7AW
Tel: 01206 822814 E-mail: dep.sec.uk@bsap.org

Hon. Treasurer:  Cindy Kennedy , Matambhega, 13 Penwithick Road, St Austell,
Cornwall PL26 8UQ  Tel: 01726 851258  E-mail: treasurer.uk@bsap.org

Editor Outpost and Functions Sec.:  6609 Parry Jones , 18 Roman Way,
Thrapston, Northants NN14 4TE  Tel: 01832 732668  Mob: 07954 177394
E-mail: outpost.uk@bsap.org

Almoner:  7211 Peter Biddulph , South Lodge Farm, 380 Wateringbury Road,
East Malling, West Malling, Kent ME19 6JJ  Tel: 01622 812297
Mob: 07986 565079 E-mail: almoner.uk@bsap.org

Member:  6630 Jim Hazlett , 33 Hill Farm Avenue, Whitestone, Nuneaton,
Warks CV11 6TA  Tel: 02476 343176  E-mail: bsapdvd@aol.com (N.B. lower case)

Member:  6905 Peter Phillips , 28 Cemmaes Court Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts
HP1 1SU  Tel: 01442 244919 E-mail peterbp@lineone.net

Trustees

Trust Co-ordinator:  9086 Tony Granger , The Harridge, 11 Melbourne Rise,
Bilton Heath, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 5DA  Tel: 01743 360827
E-mail: tonygranger@hotmail.com

4853 Fred Punter , Mhlaloenhle, 182 St Neots Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 1BU
Tel: 01767 223393  E-mail: bsap4853@virginmedia.com

10577 Jim Harris , 5 Abingdon Road, Didcot, Oxon OX11 9BL
Tel: 01235 519924  E-mail: jharris@hcbgroup.co.uk

7391 Alan Toms , High Trees, Manor Road, Wickhamford, Evesham, Worcestershire
WR11 7SA  Tel: 01386 831541  E-mail: dep.chairman.uk@bsap.org

In memory of Mike Plant
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Regional Representatives

Ireland:  5584 John Berry , 20 Strand Palace Apts, Youghal, County Cork, Ireland
Tel: 00353 2420573  E-mail: jb5584@eircom.net

North-West:  4933 Rod Wilson , Flat No 3, 39 Digg Lane, Moreton, Wirral 46 6AG
Tel: 0151 6051333  E-mail: rodwil2@tiscali.co.uk
Scotland:  7264 Gordon Best , 51 Craigton Crescent, Alva, Clackmannanshire,
FK12 5DS  Tel: 01259 761476  Mob: 07780 919354 E-mail: glb.lalapanzi@yahoo.com
South-East: 5625 Biff Way , 16, Charles Busby Court, Bentley Close, Royal British
Legion Village, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7SG Home Tel: 01622 716473
Mobile: 0785 425 2392  E-mail: biffway@hotmail.com
South-West: 5956 Dave Kennedy , Matambhega, 13 Penwithick Road,
Penwithick, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 8UQ  Tel: 01726 851258
E-mail: plumville@sky.com

Overseas Branches
Australia: Howard Martin , 28 Glenshee Loop, Kingsley WA 6026 Australia
Tel: +610894099894  Mob: +61417996430  E-mail: hma18841@ bigpond.net.au
Border:  Bruce Beukman , E-mail: lesprop@imaginet.co.za
Central: Sec. & Newsletter, Peter Bellingham , 6 Clifton Road, Harare, Zim
E-mail: peterjbellingham@gmail.com
Eastern Cape:  Ed Holloway , Tel: +27822921664  Mob: +836516914
Mashonaland:  Red O'Connell , PO Box 1860, Harare, Zimbabwe
E-mail: hon.sec.mashonaland@bsap.org
Matabeleland : Denise Hurry , wife of 9499 Karl Hurry, Att. K Hurry, c/o Guard Alert,
135 Jason Moyo Street (Between 13th and 14th Avenues), Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
E-mail: karden@yoafrica.com
Natal:  Des Howse , P O Box 804, Link Hills 3652, RSA  Tel: 031-7621010
Mob: 083-4406740  E-mail: deshowse@afrihost.co.za
Natal Midlands:  Alan Bennett , 51 Uplands Road, Blackridge, Pietermaritzburg  3201
RSA  Tel: 033-3441122  Mob: 0722863393  E-mail: hon.sec.natalmidlands@bsap.org
New Zealand: Mike Harvey , 87 Jackson Way, RD3, Silverdale, 0993, New Zealand
Tel: +64 27438668 Mob: +64-210650159  E-mail: mgharvey41@gmail
Queensland : Mike Edden ,  E-mail: michaeledden@hotmail.com
Transvaal : Dick Glanville , PO Box 8389, Johannesburg, 2000  RSA
Tel: 011 4772793  Fax: 086518 8562  Mob: 0827 391432
E-mail: Hon.Sec.Transvaal@bsap.org
United States of America: Will Cornell , 17462 Walnut Street, Yorba Linda,
California 92886-1827 USA  Tel: 001 714 993 1975  E-mail: bsapusa@aol.com
Western Cape:  Neville Spurr , 15 Stanford Road, Claremont 7708, RSA
Tel: 0217 820339  Mob: 0824 561240  E-mail: nevillespurr404@gmail.com

In memory of Hank Hankinson


